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pendence ofthe United Sutea of America, Edward J. Coale, of the said District, hath deponted 
In this oflRee the titleof » book, the right whereof he ctainu as proprietor, in the words IbUow- 
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A COPY of the following volume was re- 
ceived, by the publisher, directly from the au- 
thor. It was immediately translated from the 
French, in which it was originally written, that 
it might be offered without delay to the Ameri- 
can public. The rapidity with which this was 
executed, will be an apology for any inaccura- 
cies that may be discovered. The notes are 
meant for afurther illustration of the distinguish^ 
ed author's opinions, and an explanation of such 
as may, from the change of circumstances, seem 
to be erroneous. His mistakes are so few and 
slight, that it would be scarcely necessary to no- 
tice them, if we did not suppose, from the dis- 
tinguished author's impartiality and information, 
that such corrections would give him pleasure. 
Many alterations, both in our condition and poli- 
cy, have ensued since the work was written^ 

\h 1018 
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publisher's preface. 

which we find from the date of the author's pre- 
face (accidentally omitted in the translation,) to 
hare been«t Washington, in February, 1823. 
The acquaintance with our laws, manners and 
customs, which he displays in the follQwing 
sketch, and the equal justice with which he 
notes our merits and our faults, will do him honor 
with the liberal and honest. In his praise he is 
never indiscriminate, in his censure never harsh 
or fretful: and his profound acquaintance with 
our country, and due appreciation of our institu- 
tions, must surprise us in a man, bom and bred 
under others so entirely dissimilar. 
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PREFACE. 



The materials of this work were originally 
collected during my first residence in the Unit- 
ed States of America, in the years 1810, 1811, 
and 1 81S* On my return to Europe in the last 
mentioned year, I had not leisure to commit 
them to writing, heing too much engaged in the 
memorable events which caused the destruction 
of the French Army in Russia; events, which, 
to use such an expression, duty required me to 
follow, and which in fact I did follow, until the 
dissolution of the Congress of Aix de la Chap- 
elle about the^d of the year 1818. 

A second residence of three years in the Unit- 
ed States, whither I returned in 1819^ gave me 
an opportunity of correcting and developing the 
vie^ I had previously taken of that country; 
and the extensive excursions I made into the in- 
^rior, were with that object alone. 
1 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



H 



Comparing then my first impressions with the 
result of my subsequent observations, I found 
but little difficulty in discovering the imperfect- 
ness of my former labour; for Suring the inter- 
val of seven years which had elapsed between 
my two visits to the United States, the cl^ges, 
or to speak more accurately, the improvements 
in all the departments of domestic economy, 
stu*passed the most sanguine calculations of po- 
litical prophecy. Wretched vills^es, which I 
had left in the midst of impenetrable forests, 
had assumed the appearance of flourishing towns. 
Cultitrdted fields had taken the place of heaths, 
whidi Hot long befwe seemed impassible, and 
bter ^und, which could scarcely be traversed 
in country wagons, mail stages were to be seen 
whirling along with the greatest rapidity. Such 
changes are , particularly remarkable in the 
western part erf the State of New York. 

A metamor[dioi^ so sudden and striking, con- 
vinced me of ttiB uselessness of swelling out this 
woik vrith details purely statistical: for as long 
as tlie United States continues to oflc^ so great a 
^proportion between the number of its w3m^ 
bitants and the extent of its territwy; and the 
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astonishing tertility of the soil in many sections 
of the country, to repay liberally the labour of 
the' cultivator; it is certain that its statistics 
will always in fheir detail^, be liable to impor- 
tant alterations. It will therefore be difficult for 
an exact and scrupulous observer to give a satis- 
factory view of a country, subject at every mo- 
ment to dianges more or less obvious. 

I think it therefore proper to apprise my read- 
ers, if this work should be fortunate enough to 
have them, that they will not find in it, statistical 
details sufficiently copious to affi>rd a complete 
view of the actual physical resources of the 
United States. They will likewise, vainly seek 
.for private anecdotes in which loungers so mncW 
; delight 

In this view of the political and social condition 
of the United States, the reader will find noth- 
ing but facts, which, being permanent in them- 
selves, will, for a long time to come, appear still 
the same to the mostsuper&^ial observer. 
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A SKETCH 



or TBB 



SH^MIESf AIL (C€)SIIDITStDI^ 



OP THE 



UNXTBS STATUS OF ABSBIEmA^ 



FIRST SECTION. 
GENERAL COJiSIDERATIOJ^S. 

From the irrevocable recognition of the polit- 
ical independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica, by the Treaty of Paris, of 1783, until to- 
wards the present time, the world has seen them 
prosper with a rapidity without example in the 
history of the most civilized nations. 

Natural and immutable causes, joined to others 
entirely accidental and transient, have concurred 
in producing the extraordinary developement of 
industry, in a country so recently emancipated, 
and so far from the great focus of civilization. 
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Among the permanent causes, we must assign 
the first rank to the geographical situation of ib^ 
United States, which gives them all the advanta- 
ges of an insular position, in regard to exten^ 

• 

security, without excluding those which result 
from the possession of a territory immense in ex- 
tent and susceptible of every species of culture. 
To be perfectly secure in the peaceful eiy oyment 
of l^-T^; and beautiful domain, the North 
., Americans never had nor have they now any 
p'ttier'butfaibes of Indian hunters to contend 
with, which daily and visibly diminii^ by the 
necessary effects of their precarious and wfmder- 
ing life. ' The great extent of fertile lands, and 
the abundance of the means of siibsisleiiee in 
the United States are the mcnre favourable to 
tl^ peculation, as it is naturally active, la- 
bwious and enterpri^g. Thus have we seen 
it double itself in flie i^pace of twenty years suc- 
ceeding the war of their bidependence. This 
single fact in their statistical annals, has not dnce 
been repesded. 

To this principal cause of the so rapidly in- 
cr^u»ng ]^x)sparity of the United States, we 
^ould undoubtedly add the salutary infiu^ice 
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of a gdTemmentas imperceptible in its progress 
as in its operations. Here, locality has again 
been favourable to that country. The ab- 
sence of all immediate ne^bourhood that could 
be dreaded, enables them to aflKml to their re- 
pubHcan institutiims all the latitude which the 
opiniom and prevailing habits of the people 
could claim. Wisely judging that the eidstence 
of a standii^ army would badly accord with the 
genius of a popular government, they have re- 
duced it to a handful of men, so that they have 
no cause to a{q;»rehend any serious inconven- 
ience to the safety « tranquillity of the Ameri- 
can Onfederatiott. 

Their cavil and polHical laws have been con- 
ceived in a sfktit eminently calculated to guard 
individual liberty. Such must be the ease in a 
Country, in whidi, tsance its finst cc^onization, the 
hatred of political or religious persecution has 
been transmitted ftom age to age as a revered 
tradition. 

It is well known that the first colonii^ who 
came to the United States, were men who had 
abandoned thdr own country to seek refuge 
from H^ civil troubles with which England was 
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agitated about the middle of the seventeenth 
century. Many of them fled from the reli- 
gious persecution, to which the English protes- 
tants were exposed during the reign of the Steu- 
arts. These colonists were the first legislators 
of the country. It is therefore natural that all 
their ideas, aU their solicitude should be directed 
to the adoption of the most effectual measures 
against arbitrary and religious intolerance. In 
fact, among the first institutions and municipal 
laws which governed the English Colonists of 
North America until their emancipation, we 
find the most protecting sjnrit of liberty and 
the most unlimited freedom of conscience. 
The war of Independence, commonly called in 
Europe the American War, effected but little 
change in thes^e matters, because the sole object 
of that war was political Independence^ and not 

*The principal, and indeed the only cause of the differen- 
ces between England and her colonies of North America, was 
the right asserted by the British ParUament and Government 
to tax the colonies without the consent of their local Legisla- 
tures. It is only necessary to read the petitions which the coK 
onists addressed to the King of England on that subject, and 
the declaration of their Independence promulgated on the 4th 
of July 1776, to be convinced that civil liberty had no agency 
in causing that celebrated war, and that political rights alone 
were the ground of hostilities. This assertion is confirmed by 
Di. Franldin in his memoirs. 
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civil liberty, which the Anglo-Americans had en- 
joyed in an equal degree with their English 
brethren. 

So true is this, that when the rapture took 
place between the mother country and the col- 
onies, some of the thirteen confederated states 
retained their ancient constitution? granted by 
the British Government; and what is still more 
remarkable, these very states were considered 
more democratical than the rest. It will be suffi- 
cient to offer a^ an example the state of Connec- 
ticut, which, until the year 1818, had not chang- 
ed its original constitution under which polit- 
ical power was delegated but for six months. 

The state of Rhode Island to this very mo- 
ment is governed by a constitution granted by 
the Kings of England, f •%>. Note A.) 

Yet however powerful may be the action of 
these causes which we have men^tioned, they 
are not adequate to the explanation of the devel- 
opement of the prodigious natural resources of 
the United States of America. Accidental caus- 
es have perhaps contributed more efficiently 
than the former. At the epoch of the French 
Bevolution, the United States had just emerged 
2 
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from numberless difficulties, against which they 
had struggled in consequence of the deranged 
condition of their finances which the sacrifices 
inddentto their war of Independence had render- 
ed necessary; and by the inherent defects of a 
ieonfederated government, badly defined in its 
powers, badly understood, and therefore badly 
administered. 

The Federal Constitution of 1 788, which since 
that period has governed, and still continues to 
govern the American confederation, without 
prejudice to the rights of sovereignty, reserved to 
themselves respectively by the several states com- 
posing the Union, being better adapted to the 
wants of the country, looked to the most important 
objects and marked out for the general govern- 
ment, a safer course and a more regular action* 
Under tiie aegis of this government as defective 
as it would appear at the first glance, the United 
States have presented themselves to the nations 
of Europe to claim their part in the great com- 
merce of the world and the navigation of its seas. 
•Jliis participation would have been inconsidera- 
ble, taking into con^deration the spareness of the 
population, the excessive dearness of every spe- 
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cies of workmanship, without the long and hjoody 
wars, of which the French Revolution was either 
the cause or the pretext. Seeing nothing to fear 
from the eruptions of this political volcano, the 
North Amerfcans profited by the misfortunes of 
Europe: and having by a series of favourable cir- 
cumstances, become the only neutral nation of the 
civilized world, they soon appropriated to them* 
selves the Universal coasting trade, concurrently 
vdth the English^ who ruled the seas, vdthout 
being able nevertheless to subdue the coasts, from 
which they were constantly repulsed. Whether 
the neutral commerce or the coasting trade prov- 
ed most advantageous to the Americans, or to 
the other nations with whom it was carried on, 
certain it is that the profits derived from it by 
the former were so enormous, that after having 
paid for all the consumptions of the Umted 
States, in foreign merchandise, there still re* 
mained enough to gratify the e^qpensive tairte of 
arising luxuriousness and the no less costly re* 
finements of fashionable life. 

The violent measures against neutral naviga- 
tion adopted at different periods, by the govern- 
ments of France and England, diminished some- 
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what the gains of the Americans by multiply- 
ing the risks: but they could not suppress their 
spirit of enterprise and speculation, because in 
the event of success, theirprofits amply compen- 
sated them for the hazard they were obliged to 
encounter. 

On the other hand, the war which took place 
in Spain, opened to the Americans a certain and 
lucrative market. During five or six years fol- 
lowing the commencement of the year 1809, 
the English, Spanish and Portuguese armies 
were supplied with provisions exported from 
the United States. The large profit they ob- 
tained at Lisbon and Cadiz, by the sale of Amer- 
ican flour, raised the price of that article to ten 
and eleven dollars per barrel in all the maritime 
cities of the United States. Mr. Pitkin, who 
for a longtime was arepresentative from CJonnec- 
ticut in the American Congress, and whose statis- 
tics of the United States are held in high es- 
teem for their accuracy, makes the American 
flour exported to Spain and Portugal during the 
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years 1S13 and 1813 amount to the quantities 
stated below.* 

The influence of such high prices, kept up by 
circumstances during several years, on all branch- 
es of agriculture, or rather on the general in- 
dustry of the United States, may be easily con- 
ceived. Some statistical facts, dravm from the 
most authentic sources,hereto annexed, will serve 
to confirm our assertions. 

In 1791 In 1801 In 1811 
Number of Inhabitants, 3,92 1 ,326 
Value of Exports in dollars 19,012,041 
Tonnage — tons, - - - - 602,146 
Revenue in dollars, - - - 4,771,342 
Expenditure do - - - - 3,797,436 
Public Debt do - - - -P5,169,974 



6,319,762 
94,116,926 

1,033,218 
12,945,466 
12,273,376 
82,000,167 



7,239,903 
61,316,833 

1,232,602 
14,422,634 
13,692,604 
47,866,070 



This table is extracted from a vrork published 
in 1818,^ in Philadelphia, ynder the titie of, 
Statistical Annah of the United States of Amer- 
ica^ founded on official documents^ commencing 

* To Spain: Flour in barrels. 

1812. - - 8,866. - - - 381,726. 

1813. - - 74,409. . - - 431,101. 

To Portugal. 
1812. . - - 33,691. - - 667,218. 
i8l3. . - - 214,126. - - 642,399. 
These exportations for the year 1813 alone were worth on the 
^pot, 1 1,213,447 dollars, and ought to have produced when sold 
at Market at least 16,000,000 dollars,— (76,000,000 roubles in 
Bank Notes.) 
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on the 4th of March^ 1789^ and enMng on the 
SlOth of •Aprils 1818. By Adam Seybert, M. 
D. (Page 10.) C^pp. Note B.) 

This prosperous state of things did not hegin to 
alter until the anti-commercial decrees of Napo- 
leon, and the scarcely less unjust and iniquitous 
British orders in Council were executed in all 
their force, not only on the high seas, hut even 
on the coasts of the United States; and, if we 
may use the expression, within the very glare of 
♦ the American light-houses. Nevertheless these 
inconveniences were diminished by means of 
licenses, which the French government then 
publickly sold, and which were obtained as easily 
in England, notwithstanding that government 
managed the affair with more apparent modesty 
and good faith. 

The war declared by the American govern- 
ment against England in 1813, in opposition to 
its own judgment, and solely to gratify the clam- 
orous demands of a powerful party actuated by 
personal considerations, a war awkwardly con- 
ducted by both parties, but which terminated so 
fortunately for the United States, was the first 
retrogressive step in their career of prosperity. 
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It is difficult to estimate the disastrous conse* 
quences which the prolongation of it ano&er 
year, would have entailed on the finances, agri- 
culture, commerce and navigation of the United 
States- 

The miraculous peace of Ghent, as the Amer- 
icans themselves call it, re*produced an extraor- 
dinary, although transient activity in the gene- 
ral industry of the country, or rather revived 
the extravagant spirit of speculation among the 
inhabitants. But the pacification of Europe en- 
tirely reversed the former order of things, whose 
operation was so favourable to the Americans* 
The changes which took place in Europe para- 
lized all the eflTorts they made after the conclu- 
sion of the Treaty of Ghent, to repossess them- 
selves of the advantages they had ;so long enjoy- 
ed in commerce and navigation. 

When the great avenues to these two sources 
of national wealth were opened to all the nations 
of Europe, and when they hastened successively 
to reclaim their share, that of the Americans di- 
minished as rapidly as it had increased. Of the 
truth of this assertion, facts extracted from offi- 
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cial documents published by the order of Con- 
gr^ in 1821 5 will oflFer irrefragable proof.* 

All the maritime cities of the United States 
were glutted with European merchandise, 
whilst a portion of the products of the soil, such 
as com and flour, for want of a market in Eu- 
rope, rotted on their hands. In consequence of 
the pacification this branch of commerce devolv- 
ed on Russia, From her ports on the Black Sea, 
Europe was supplied with provisions during the 
calamitous years of 1816, and. 1817; and it is 
more than probable that Russia will, for a long 
time, continue to furnish the south of Europe 
with grain at least, for she can partially do so, 
at a much cheaper rate than the United States. 

The general distress which prevailed in the 
United States as well as in Europe, brought 
about by the too rapid transition from a long 



"^The annual products of the United States wet e in 
1815 — -36,306,022 dollars, 61 cents. 

1816 27,484,100 dollars, 36 cents. 

1817 17,624,775 dollars, 15 cents. 

1818 21,828,451 dollars, 48 cents. 

1819 19,116,702 dollars. 

1 820 15,006,320 dollars. 

(Report of the Committee of ways and means, upon the 
subject' of the Revenue February 1821.) 
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state of war to that of universal peace, was height- 
ened hy the multiplication of Banks and the 
shameful abuses of which some were guilty in 
the employment of their funds. 

Th« disappearance of specie, the invariable 
consequence of too great an emission of ps^er 
money, the general distrust, the simultaneous 
stagnation ijn all branches of industry, the de- 
preciaticm of every species of ^ property, the re- 
duction of salaries, Were all the bitter fruits of 
unsucces^uland in(mlinatespeculation,by which 
it was attempted to replace commerce in its for- 
mer prosperous condition. Having made enor- 
mous fortunes during the i^pace of about a quar- 
ter of a century, either by the coasting trade or 
by other commercial enterprizes, the inhabitants 
of the United States persuaded themselves that 
this state of things would last for ever; and when 
the pacification of Europe restored commerce 
to its natural channels, the thirst after gain and 
the want of luxury had made too great progress, 
not to doud the councils of prudence in the 
minds of the merchants. 

Such is, even at this moment, Hie internal con- 
dition of that country. A gen^^ deinressian is 
3 
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felt throughout the populous cities on the shodreis 
of the atlantic, as well as in the rising towm on 
the banks of the Ohio and Mississippi. Every 
where is heard the complaint of the hardness of 
the times, the depreciation of property, and the 
low price of the produce of the soiL 

But this state of suffering and depression can- 
not be otherwise than temporary^ since all the 
natural means of prosperity which result from 
local circumstances, such as the eirtent of territo- 
ry^ the richness and variety of its productions, the 
advantages of geographicjal position, possessed 
by the United States in an eminent degree, re- 
main untouched. When the effects of a sudden 
transition from war to peace shall have ceased to 
operate throughout all the countries of the civil- 
ized world; when commerce and general indus- 
try shall have found their natural level; the part 
to be acted by the United States will be suffi- 
ciently important to assure them a distinguished 
rank among commercial nations, and to afford 
every requisite encouragement to her domestic 
agriculture. 

Geographical and statistical details of the Unit- 
ed States, will complete the sketch which we 
have marked out for ourselves in this work. 
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CHAP- I- 

EXTENT OF TERRITORY. 

According to *the maps made by American 
geographers since the treaty of Washington of 
the 22d February, 1819, with Spain,* the ter- 
ritory of the United States, lies between 25' 50' 
and 49** 37" north latitude, and 10' east, and 48'' 
20^' west longitude, by the meridian of Wash- 
ington. 

The greatest extent of territory from north to 
south-east, is 1650 English miles; the greatest 
breadth from east to west, 2!,700. Its super- 
ficies is computed to contain 2,379,350 square 
miles, or 1,522,784,000 acres. 

Anterior to the treaty of Washington of 1 809, 
with Spain, the si^rficies of the territory of 



♦This treaty, although shortly after ratified by the Senate and 
President of the United States, was not immediately approved 
by the Court of Madrid. Nevertheless, the Americans flatter 
fliemseives that it will ultimately be concluded; and it wieis 
under this belief and corresponding to its provisions, that the 
last edition of the general map of the United States by Melish, 
|>ublishedin 1819, was drawn. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



20 

the United States, as stated by Blodget, was 
1,280,000,000 acres; but the authority of fliis 
author has always been doubted, and his cal- 
culations are evidently much exaggerated* By 
Mr. Blodgef s estimate, the quantity of cultivat- 
ed lands in 1809, did not amount to more than 
40,000,000 acres. 

In 1783, the period of the recognition of the 
Independence of the United States, their terri* 
tory, according to Mr. Htitchins, formerly geo- 
gtuphical engineer to the Government, is repre- 
sented to have contained but 640/)00,000 acres, 
on^ a length of about 1250 English miles, and 
a breadth of 1040. By this same authority, 
51^000,000 acres were covered by rivers, lakes, 
streams, fcc. 

The United States, have therefore acquired 
triple the extent of their original territory, siiifee 
their politicid Independence. 

A coi^derable portion of the^e acquisitions 
was derived from the purchase of Louisiana, 
Which the Fl*ehch Gov^rttment, in consideration 
of fifteen millions of dollars, transferred to thern^. 
Thb limits of this province not having betsn ks^ 
certained at the date of the sale, the American 
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Government took advantage of the iracertaintjry 
add have smee pushed their hoimdaries west- 
ward as far as the Pacific Ocean. Previous to 
the session of the Floridas, on the 22d Febru- 
ary, 1819, their pretensions to the mouth of the 
Columbia river, rested alone on that foundation. 

It may also be asserted that a vast quantity c^ 
land has been extended from the Indians^ either 
by fCNTce or tader the semblance of formal con^ 
tfmets. Tl^ unfortunitte race, the legitimate 
owneft of the whole soil, finding thismsdNres 
closer and closet hemmed in by the Americans^ 
^ith^r buried themselves in the depth of their 
fKKftstg, abandoning their possessions without an 
ec|uivalent, or ceded them for a small fixed com- 
j^nsation^ wMch frequently c(mi»sted merely of 
woollen clothing, fire arms, brandy, com and 
scNtne trifling pecuniary annuity. 

Throughout the whole topography of the 
United States, you are struck by the breadth 
and depth of the rivers even when fliey are of 
no considerate length; hence the small eleva- 
tion of the mountains, the loftiest of which is 
not hi^er than one thousand to twelve hundred 
feet above ^bt l6vel of the sea. 
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POPULATION 

In this immense territory there are but from 
nine to ten millions of inhabitants, exclusive of 
the tribes of Indian hunters, whose number 
could never be computed with any degree of ex- 
actness. We only know that their tribes form 
an inconsiderable part of the whole population 
of the United States; and that they rapidly di- 
minish by the natural effects of their course of 

life.* According to the census of 1810, the 

-— . ^ 

*The fourth census begun in 1820, but which was not com- 
pleted until towards the end of the year 1821, states the en- 
tire popdation of the United States at 9,637,999 persons of 
different ages and complexions, distributed in the following 
proportions: 



States. 


Inhabitants 


Maine 


298,336 


New-Hampshire 


- 244,161 


Massachusetts 


523,2$? 


Rhode-Island 


- 83,069 


Connecticut 


276,248 


Vermont 


- 236,764 


New-York 


- 1,372,812 


New-Jersey - 


- 277,676 


Pennsylvania 


- 1,049,461 


Sdaware 


. 72.729 
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totel population of the United States, was caleu- 
kted to be 75^39,903. We should not exagge- 
rate in saying that, independently of the Indians, 
it amounts at this moment to 9,500,000 persons. 



Maryland - 


407,360 


Virginia 


. 1,666,366 


North Carolina - 


638,829 


South Carolina 


r 602,741 


Georgia 


340,980 


Alabama 


- 127,901 


Mississippi 


76,448 


Louisiana 


. 163,407 


Tennessee 


422,613 


Kentucky - 


664,307 


Ohio 


- 610,434 


Indiana 


147,178 


Illinois ... 


. 66,211 


Missouri 


66,586 


Michigan Territory - 


8,896 


Arkansaw - 


14,246 


District of Columbia 


- 33,039 



Grand Total. - 9,637,999 

Of this total number, blacks, actual or emancipated slaves, 
together with freeborn persons of colour, amount to two mil- 
lions of persons. 
In 1822, Slavery was sanctioned by the following states, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
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Of ^ tbe statistics of the United States the 
^iiiuneration of its inhabitants a£fords to the ob- 
server flie most exact and at the jsame time the 
ttiQstc«tri(fi£S subject of enquiry. 

Since the achievement of the American In- 
dependence, the government has taken particu- 
lar pains to obtain an accurate knowledge of the 
population of the country. The practice of tak- 
ing a census, first established in 1800, is repeat- 
ed every 10 years, and the result of each esti- 
mate, with all the details necessary to shed light 
upon this important department of American 
statistics, published by the order of Congress. 

These official publications deserve the more 
confidence, as the central government of the 
United States have neither the means nor any 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee^ 

Kentucky, 

Missouri, 

The Floridas, 

Territory of Arkansaw, 

The District of Columbia. 
It is to be still found in the State of Delaware, New Jersey, 
and even in Pennsylvania and New-York; but the laws of the 
latter States have fixed a period for its entire abolition. 

In all the other States of the Union, slavery is prohibited by 
the laws. 
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interest in withholding from the public^ a fuU 
knowledge of the particulars of their internal 
administration. 

On their part, the citizens having no standing 
army to support, and scarcely any direct taxes to 
pay, have likewise no motive to induce them to 
elude the enquiries of fAiblic officers charged 
with the duty of enumerating the inhabitants of 
the country. 

The population of the United States is compos^ 
ed of three distinct species of persons. 

1st. The aborigines or Indian hunters scatter- 
ed over the Western States. These, as we have 
before remarked, are inconsiderable in number 
and visibly diminish. 

2nd. The whites of European origin, who 
form a great majority of the population of the 
United States. 

3d. The blacks in all the variety of complex- 
ion of the African race. 

It has already been stated, that according to the 

last census of 1810, the population of the United 

States amounted to 7,239,903 inhabitants!. Of 

this grand total, the whites cqnstituted about six 

4 
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millions^ The black slaves, mulattoes and- free 
negroes, make together 1,377,810 persons* 

This population equally distributed over the 
whole surface of the United States^ would allow 
about five and three-fourths of inhabitants to 
eadi German square mile. 

Ages will therefore "felapse, before it vnll have 
acquired a density proportionate to the extent of 
the territory it is destined to occupy. 

According to Dr. Seybert, the population is 
divided among the different States in the Union 
in the following ratio, agreeably to the Census, 
of 1810- 
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State of New-York - - - | 

Virginia - - - - | 

. — Pennsylvania - - | $ 

Massachusetts - - iV ^ 

North Carolina - - tV ^ 

South Carolina - - Vt "^ 

Kentucky - - - - ^'^ •§ 

Maryland - - - - ^«^ p* 

Greorgia - - - - tt § 

New- Jersey - - - ,\ 

Ohio .... 

Connecticut - - - j\ ^ 

Tennessee - - - \^^ ^ 

New Hampshire - ^V W 

Vermont - - - - tt ^ 

Rhode-Island - - - /^ 

-Delaware - - - - A 



B 



7T ^ 



By the same author we are informed, that 
the free whites, firom 1790 to 1800, increased 
SStVit P- c. from 1800 to 1810, 35j\\ p. c-; and 
during twenty years, embracing these two peri- 
ods, 85tVv P- c. 

The number of free blacks and mulattoes in- 
creased from 1790 to 1800, 185iItP. c.jfrom 
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1800 to 1810, 169^Vt P- C'j and in twenty years^ 

Doctor Seybert attributes this extraordinary 
augmentation of the last mentioned species of 
population, to the manumission of slaves by their 
masters, and the desertion of the former, who, 
when they once arrive in the northern states, are 
considered as freemen. 

The slave population increased from 1790 to 
1800, 24 WV P- c; from 1800 to 1810, 35 AV 
p. c; and during these twenty years, 79 tW p- c. 

The whole of the free and slave population in- 
creased from 1790 to 1800, 35 ^VV P- c.; from 
1800 to 1810, 36^1^ p. c.; and during these 
twenty years 84^*^ p. c; (Seybert, page 24, 25.) 

To extend further our researches on this head, 
would be an act of supererogation. The facts 
which have already been quoted, are sufficient to 
authorize the conclusion, that population in the 
United States multiplies rapidly, and that it will 
continue to do so in the same proportion, as long 
as there are fertile and vacant lands in abund- 
dance. 

Whilst on this subject, it may not be useless to 
remark, that after the census of 1810, more than 
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half tke population of the United States, consist^ 
ed of persons ahove sixteen years of age; and be- 
fore we take leave of it entirely, some general 
observations respecting the black population may 
not be irrevelant 

In every condition of civiliased society, or vi^here 
it approaches civilization, slavery, however ame- 
liorated it may be by the operation of laws and 
customs, is an absolute evil; because it is in the 
nature of slavery, as in every other usurpation 
of right or abuse of power, to retard civilization 
by cramping the developement of the moral facul- 
ties vnth which the Supreme Being has endow- 
ed mankind. This evil assumes a character, dan- 
gerous in another way, in a country, where ci- 
vil liberty is incessantly invoked—where every 
thing is done in its name and for its perpetuation. 
Such is the case with the United States, where 
blacks either actulally in slavery or emancipated 
from it, compose nearly the sixteenth part, if not 
more, of the whole population. Hence the in- 
convenience of slavery is the more serious, as na- 
ture herself has placed an eternal barrier between 
the two classes, which, in the United States, stand 
towards each other in the relation of master and 
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^Te. The'difference of colour and coriformation 
of face, oppose insurmountable obstacles to their 
gradual emancipation. Nevertheless, it is going 
on rapidly in the United States. By thecensus of 
eighteen hundred and ten, the number of black and 
free person; of colour was one hundred and eigh- 
ty-six thousand four hundred and fcKrty-six. Yet 
it is precisely this portion of the inhabitants that 
must be regarded as the most troublesome and 
dangerous. The reason is plain. Like their 
brethren in slavery, the free blacks and mulat- 
toes are not only exiled from the society of the 
whites, but excluded frt)m all participation of 
power, by virtue of common usage; for the law 
does not recognize any diflference of colour, nor 
does it establish any distinction, except that of 
master and slave. Consequently it is very natu- 
ral that the hostility existing between the free 
blacks and the whites, should be more inveterate 
tiian that of slaves towards their masters, the for- 
mer being completely subjected to their controul^* 
for the free blacks knowing the delights and ad- 
vantages of liberty, and living in the midst of free 
men, must frequently experience those mortify- 
mg and humiliating sensations that disdain and 
contempt never foil to inspire. 
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The inconvenience of such a populatkm fe 
generally felt throughout the country. Nor is 
it pretended to be concealed, that in the event of 
an insurrection on the part of the slaves, they 
would look for leaders among the free blacks. 
With a view to obviate this danger, laws have 
been frtoied throughout all the United States, 
where slavery subsists. In Virginia, especially, 
a law is in force, by which all maaumitted slaves 
are compelled to qmt the Commonwealth.^ 

The same policy has prevailed in the estab- 
lishment of the American Society fcwp the colo- 
nization of free persons of colour. Tins so^ 
ciety was formed about two years ago, and 
counts among its members the most distinguish- 
ed citizens of the several States of the Union. 
Its principal object is to get rid gradually of this 
class of human beings, by colonizing th^n on 
the Coast of Africa near the English colony oi 

♦Precautions, suggested by the same fears, have been carried 
even further in the State of Virginia. By legislative enactment 
it b forbidden, under heavy fines, and even corporal punish* 
ment, to teach black slaves to read or write. 
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Sierra Leone. In January 1 820, the first expe- 
dition of the colcHiists lef t the ports of the Uni- 
ted States for the place of their destination.* 
From all the calculations made concerning the 
population of the United States, it appears that 
the blacks increase in an equal proportion with 
the whites. This single fact is enough to put 
beyond doubt the good treatment which the 
slaves in genevd receive, for man like all other 
organized beings, does not multiply in a state of 
constant suffering. Slaves being regarded in the 
United States in the light of chattels, enjoy no 
political rights. Nevertheless, by a kind of 
anomaly which cannot fail to astonish at the 
first glance, it is a fact, that these self same slavei^ 
delegate 4hat political power to others of which 
they themselves are destitute. This enigma is 
solved when we recollect that at the formation 
of the Federal Constitution in 1787, it was 

, *The unsuccessful termination of this first attempt at colo- 
nizatlon, under the auspices of the society, scarcely permits the 
hope of a more fortunate result in future. Besides, the enter- 
prise IB gigantic, and the means at the disposition of the society, 
extremely limited. It may be anticipated that the labours of 
^ 0f_ this association, (so respectable in itself,) will turn out like 
the cask of the Danaides. 
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agreed between the southern and northern 
States, that three fifths of the slaves in Ihe for- 
mer should be considered as so many freemen, 
that is to say, that 500,000 negro slaves at this 
moment residents of Virginia, should be rated 
as 300,000 freemen. 

In virtue of this compromise, the southern 
States which tolerated slavery, have to this time, 
exercised a preponderating influence in the con- 
duct of national afiairs. As a striking ^roof 
of this truth, of the five Presidents chosen since 

the adoption of the Constitution, four have been 

* « 

from Virginia.* 

From similar considerations, the question 
arose whether slavery should be permitted to ex- 



♦these five prbsibents ire, 


1st. Genl. Washington, - - 


Virginia. 


2d. Mr. 


Adams, - . - - 


Massachusetts. 


3d. Mr. 


Jefferson, - - - 


Virginia. 


4th. Mr. 


Madison, - - - 


Do. 


6th. Mr. 


Monroe, . - - 


. Do. 



It must he remarked that Mr. Adams was President only 
during four years, whilst the rest (wkh the excepticm of* the 
officiating president,) were so during two terms fixed hy the 
constitution, or eight years There is no doubt but that Mr. 
Monroe, who has not yet finished his first term, will be re-elect* 
ed for the second. 
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ist or prohibited in the new State of Missou- 
ri, so warmly debated during the present session 
of Congress, derived its importance. It has just 
been decided in favour of the toleration of sla^ 
very; and in this way is a predominating iniii- 
ence, for a considerable time to come, secured 
to the States which allow it. 

The population of the United States is distri- 
buted among them in the following propor- 
tions: * 

Number of Inhabitants to each square mHe, 

Connecticut • • . . 60 

Massachusetts . • . . • 54 

New- York . . . . 18 

Pennsylvania , • . ,16 

Virginia . . . . 14 

Louisiana, less than, • . 2 

{MelUKs description of Jhgfterica.)^ 

These statements will show the disparity be- 
tween the population of the United States and 
its territorial dimensions. 

Another observation may be proper in this 
place: it is, that the black population, notwith- 



* This distribution corresponds to the census of 1810. 
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standing its number, so far from contributing in 
any degree to the defei^ of the country, is ra- 
ther a cause of weakness and alarm, than of 
strength, security, and tranquillity. (See app. 
fM^e C.) 
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CHAPTER m. 

THE AMEmCMT COJ^FEDERATKW, 

The American confederation consists of twen- 
tj-four stgfps; which are, 

1 New-Hampshire, ' 

2 Maine, 

3 Massachusetts, * 

4 Rhode Island, 

5 Connecticut, 

6 Vermont, 

7 New-York, 

8 Pennsylrania, 

9 New-Jersey, 

10 Delaware, 

11 Maryland, 

12 Virginia, 

13 North Carolina, 

14 South Carolina, 

15 Georgia, 

16 Kentucky, 

17 Tennessee, 
IS OhiO) 
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19 Looyana, 
SO Indiana, # 
31 Miasisidppi, 
39 niinoiis, 
^ Alabama, 
34 IV&souri* 
The states of Maine and Mmovm were n(^ 
adndtted into the Union, until the ses»on of 
Ckmgre^ of 163L 

The fblloiving territories destined on a future 
daj, to enlarge tiie Union; vrbmi their popula* 
tion shall have attained the requisite number 
fixed by the eonstitutiiNi of the United States* 
and diaU be capaUe^ of supporting a local govern* 
ment, like the rest of the States, are to be eon* 
{»dered as dependences of the Amedcan cmh 
federation. 

1st The ArkauMtw Territory. 
2d. North Western Territwy. 

*It is ofiUhlidied by the FederiU CoQ9t»tution as a general 
role, that every territory belonging to the United States, shdi 
have the fight of admission into the Umon as a state, whan 
it9 population fibaU amount to miy thousand persons. But 
this admission into the Union, may be granted by Congress 
by special fiiTour, when the population of a territory has attain 
ed but h^ tbe iuu«h«r f equirod I9 ^ hw. {Afp. J^ote C) 



t 
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3d. Michigan Territory- 
4th. District^f Columbia. 

The last enumerated, the District of Colum- 
bia, subjected to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
Congress, contains the City of Washington, the 
metropolis of the Union, and the seat of the 
Federal (Jovemment 

In all probability the number of the states 
forming the Union, will ere long, be augmented 
by the incorporation of East Florida, which will 
complete the southern frontier of the United 
States. 

We should exceed the limits of this sketch, 
by giving a succinct description of the different 
states composing the American confederation. 
Independent sovereignties, so flea* as concerns 
their local interests, they are scarcely distinguish- 
able from each other in the body politic which 
they united constitute. 

To convey a general but an accurate idea of 
them, it is only necessary to state, that they are 
so many republics erected on the principles of a 
pure democracy. The differences observable in 
their respective forms of government exist^ only 
externally. Hiey rest on a common foundations 
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every wli»e the numerical majority influenceg 
tlirectly the choice of men and measures: every 
where the executive power, very limited in its 
attributes, is frequently renewed; every where 
in fine, the people possess rights reserved to them- 
selves which their legislator dare not touch. 
These rights, having for their object individual 
liberty and security, are like the laws of Moses, 
placed on i, tabernacle, which no.pro£sine hand 
dares assail. Yiewed at a distance, this constel- 
lation of republics pleases tibe eye and satisfies 
the mind; the princi][^ on which they are bas- 
ed, reflect honor upon humanity; ihe apparent 
effects of these p^lar forms of government, 
present the image of happiness and contentment; 
but as soon as you examine them more closely, 
you discover serioiss imperfections, and even ano- 
malies. In watching over individual rights thus 
tenderly, justice is rendered incompetent to the 
suppression of many offences committed in the 
daily transactions of life. Without being very 
important in themselves, they nevertheless af- 
fect public order and tranquillity; a well organ- 
ize police, a thing incompatible with American 
institutions, could easily, at least in a considera- 
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bie degree, haTe prevented their ocewrence. in 
guardii^ against the abuse of executiTe power^ 
tiiey hare m»le it incapable of fnlflHii^ tiie ob- 
ligations they have impotsed i]^on it, whetker it 
eoiKs^ms the condact of tiie foreign relations of 
the country, or those of the confedcars^)^ states 
among themselves. In their anxiety to restrict 
the es^nses oi government, th^ have exchid- 
ed firom pablic employment mesa of education 
and talents; for it is certain, and all those who 
have sojoomed any time m the United Statai 
veil] concur in the qmiion, that a seat in Con- 
gress is little sou^ after by lawy^^ and phy- 
sicians in possession of an aEten»ve practice.^ 

This is not knvever the place to enter into a 
critical examination of popular governments. 
Like every otiier work of man, it bears H^ 
stamp of imperfeetioii. But if, as Ihe author 
believes, limited and constitutional monarchies 
better guarantee individual safety and public 

* These observations should be taken in a limited sense, that 
is to say, as applicable to all democraticdi govennnents. To 
prevent any misunderstanding on this point, the author does 
not hesitate to declare it as his conviction, that a republican 
government alone suits the United States in their present situ- 
ation, and is the oriy one which could erubaist in that country. 
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tranquillity ikan democralical states; yet it is 
certain, at least, that the latter are the most eco* 
nomical form of government that can be adopts 
ed: and, whatever we may think of it in other 
respects, this must be admitted to be a very im- 
portant advantage in a country which meteor 
like is just bursting firom obscurity. 

There prevails among the American people 
an almost universal opinion, and which will not 
be easily eradicated, that under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances in which their country is placed, a 
popular government is the best adapted to them. 
They have known no other since its first co- 
lonization, and the jfristory of the United States 
furnishes no single incident exhibiting the slight- 
est tendency in the nation towards a change in 
the existing form of government — a form which 
recommends itself so powerfully to their fa- 
vour by the smallness of the expenditure ne- 
cessary for its maintenance. It is only when 
the Americans represent their institutions as a 
perfect creation of human wisdom, suscepti- 
ble of application at all times and to all coun- 
tries, that the extravagance of their republican 
notions becomes mantfest For after all, the ii^ 
6 
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stitutions of which they seem so ]iroud, haTu^ 
as yet stood the test of but forty years experi- 
ence, cannot be regarded as having been submit- 
ted to a conclusive experiment They have yet 
to pass through the ordeal of the immediate vi- 
cinity of a great power like tliat of Mexico, 
when this kingdom, after having entirely severed 
its political ties with Spain shall be permanently 
erected into an independent state, either in the 
form of a constitutional monarchy, or an indivi<* 
sible repuUic. The first effect of this change 
of character on the United States, would be to 
create an abscdute necesdty for a considerable 
increase of their regular army, and thereby of 
the influence of the federal government 

Meanwhile w^ have already witnessed the 
experiments of federated repubiics^ constructed 
on the model of the United States, among South 
Am^ricaa colonies of Spain. As yet, these ex- 
pecvn^ts have produced but bitter fruits; and 
it m stitt very doubtful whethjer they will ever 
be praductive of a better harvest^ because the 
elem^its of a^democratical government io. not 
existin titiose pi!Dvinee% and are never create 
by isonstitations £ramed under the pressure of 
sudden emergencies. 
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CHAP. IV. 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

The g^eral interests of the American Union, 
are entrusted to a ctotral government establiidi- 
ed in the city ctf Washington. It is p^$^ to 
ha^ire an idea of its structure because all the re- 
lations of the country wflh fia^e^ nations, fall 
wiHiin the sc(^ of its powers* 

The federal government, as well as tiie par- 
tk^ular state governments, is composed of three" 
dementary part^ or, in other words, of tiftee 
distinct powers: that is to say, the executive, le- 
^lative and judiciaL 

The executive powar is confided to a Presi- 
dent for the term of four years: altlumgh, ac*^ 
c<Nrdii^ to the constittrfion, he may be. fndefi- 
aitetyre^^cted* Custom, virhidi in free coun- 
tries is frequently striMiger than kw, has deter- 
mined that Ihe President is re^ligible but once. 
On the other hand^ if it i&ould happen that he 
is not re-elected at Ihe exj^tion of the first 
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teim, it is considered as a political dishonaur. 
Tbjs is the reason why the first term of eacllb 
President is employed in securing re-election^ 
through the agency of the friends he makes, by 
flattering every popular sentiment which seems 
to have any consistency* 

Such liability to change in the executive 
branch, does not allow the American govern- 
ment to follow any fixed policy, and even com- 
pels it to pursue courses dictated by dominant 
opinions, often contrariant to each other. This 
defect in tiie federal constitution is acknowledge 
ed by all enlightened Americans. They all 
agree that it would be better to prolcmg the 
term of service of the President, by abolishing 
re-election.* 

The President is assisted in the administration 
of the affairs of the government by four Minis- 
ters or Secretaries of State. 

The Secretary of State^ properly speaking, 

who unites in this office the two departments of 

internal and foreign affains. 

^ The Secretary of the Treamry^ or of finances. 

The customs, public lands, the post office, and 

* Quere de hoc. — Trantlator. 
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all otlier sources of revenue fall within the pro* 
tince of tWs oflScer of the government. 

The Secretary at War. To his department 
belong the army and all the military establish- 
ments of the Union; such as fortifications, arse- 
nals, ammunition, &c. He likewise superin- 
tends the relations of the United States with the 
different tribes of Indians residing within their 
territory or in its neighbourhood. 

The Secretary of the Navy is entrusted with 
all the details of the administration of the naval 
department, save those relating to the construc- 
tion oi vessels, which are confided to a distinct 
body, called the Navy Boards consisting of three 
naval officers, of acknowledged experience and 
ability in their profession. 

These assistants of the President with the 
Attorney General, form the President's councO. 
The Attorney General conducts all the litiga- 
tions of the government 

The authority of the First Magistrate is very 
limited, and indeed it can scarcely be other- 
wise, in a pure Democracy. He cannot origi- 
nate a law; his veto or right of rejection is res- 
trained; that is to say, he is forced to assent to 
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a law which he may have rejected, after the le- 
gislature shall have re-considered it ai^ passed 
it by a majority of two-thirds. He can even be 
tried for malversation, treason, or any capital of- 
fence. Notwithstanding the restriction3 which 
a projtecting spirit of liberty has Ihon^t proper 
to impose on the antlM)rity of the President, it is 
not possiUe to ^p him of certain prerogatives 
which, in every age and in all eounteies, have 
been olj^e^ts of comp^^tion for men ambitious 
of pi^^r ai^ ^^mdih. 

Thfl^ Pyegidcat^i^iia^ eenEfflCtJcp with flie Se- 
naife] is ^fmnmukv in chief of the aiiny and 
navy of the United States. He nommates to all 
offices vm^ the genaadgoi^mB^nt; but as Hi^ 
fight of nomination betoi^ to Mm exdusirely, 
he ^an dliqpense many fevours^ and take all the 
cjr^t t& hwBelf, sinee vAik a Httfe addr^s, he 
can always secure a majority in the Senate. 
The President has the r^ght of pardon, except 
in cases of treason. 

Hi&6alary is twenty^ve thousand dollars, be- 
^des a fiunished house belonging to the general 
government. 
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The salary of the Secretaries is six thousand 
dollars each. 

The first puhlic officer, after the President, is 
the Vice President of the United States. His 
whole duty is confined to presiding over the Se- 
nate. He has no political importance whatsoever; 
it might even he said, that this oflice scarcely 
belongs to the system or organization of the fe- 
deral government. The salary of the Vice Pre- 
sident is five thousand dollars. 

After having thus reviewed the executive 
branch of the government, we will merely take 
a rapid glance at the two houi^es of Congress, 
which are the source of all legislation in res- 
pect to the general interests of the American 
confederation. 

TTie Senate. 

The first house of Congress is the Senate, 
which represente, or at least is reputed to repre- 
sent, the aristocratical interests of the country, 
fhey being nothing more than the sovereignty 
of the different states of the Union, from which 
the members of the Senate are delegated. This 
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* 

body participates at once in both the legislative 
and executive pov^er; for the consent of the Se- 
nate is indispensible to all nominations made by 
the President, as well as to the ratification of 
all treaties concluded vnth foreign nations. The 
concurrence of the Senate is equally necessary 
to give the laws a character of authenticity 
without which they would not be valid. 

Every state of the Union, without regard to 
its territorial oimensions or population, is re- 
presented in the Senate by two members elect- 
ed for the term of six years. Their number 
amounted to forty-four, but it has since been ex- 
tended to fotty-eight by the admission into the 
Union of two new states, Maine and Missouri. 

Senators as well as members of the House of 
Representatives, receive a per diem of eight dol- 
lars for the time during which the session of 
Congress lasts. They are allowed besides an in- 
demnity for their travelling expenses at the rate 
of eight dollars for every twenty or English 
thirty miles, which they have to travel in repair- 
ing to, or returning from Congress. 

Seats in the Senate of the United States are 
much sought after, because they are retained 
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longer fhatf any other official station, and the in- 
cumbent is therefore less dependant on popular 
favour than in any <}ther public employment. 

One of the qualifications required by the con- 
stitution to be eligible as Senator, is, that he 
should be thirty years of age. 

The Ihuse of J^fresmtatwes. 

The democratical or popular branch of the 
federal government, consists of the House of 
Representatives, the members of which are cho- 
sen for the term of two years, ^t the ratio of one 
member for thirty-five thousand free inhabitants. 
Their number is now one hundred and eighty. 
The qualifications of an elector, vary in the dif- 
ferent states of the Union. In some it is suffi- 
cient to prove one year's residence, and^ the pay- 
ment of municipal taxes; whilst in other states, 
as in Virginia, it is absolutely necessary that the 
voter should be a bona fide proprietor of a free- 
hold. 

In all the states, minority ceases at twenty- 
one years of age. 

The number of Representatives would not be 
7 
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i^ eo»fl^da*able, if «t the time oC the formation 
oi t^ Federal O^ss^utioii^ they had not heen 
ohiiged, by way of a compromise, to grant to the 
i^Ve boldkig states H^ right of counting three- 
fifths of (iieir davesas so many free citizens* Of 
&is we have ah'eady spol^a. 

The actual representation is calculated accord- 
ing to the census of 1810. As the population 
has considerably increased since that period, it is 
l^obabk, ti^t, witii a view of preventing too 
p:^A ffli ^.ugmentalimi of the members of the 
Mouse of R^r^s^stativess, Hie^oportion of in- 
^viduds reppesefited by a single delegate, will 
be raised from thirty^^ve to forty thousand per- 
sons* 

The Hoihse of Repre^enlalives, holding the 
Btriiigs^f d^ national ptifse, eMet^ts a prep<>nde- 
ralkig ini»ence orver Ihe gi^eral aflyrs of the 
natioii. !Pfever^etete: it dote not enjoy equal 
eonsideraMiHi wMi the Senate, the former being 
fe-eleeted ^u^ejitties during &eterm fixed by 
the constitution for the renewal of the Senate. 
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The Judiciary. 

The Judieial power of the federal govenua^t, 
is v^ed ill a tribunal eraoiposed of seven judges, 
the eldest of whom fills the place of Presidei^t, 
with the titile of Chief J\£stice. This tribunal 
ultimately decides the litigations which arise 
between citizens of dil^rent states, betw^n fo- 
reigners and ABaerioaii citizens, and finally be* 
tween the general government of the United 
States and the particular state gpvemments of 
the Union. But of all the duties of the Su- 
preme Court, (for it is thus this court is deno- 
minated), iSae most imp(»rtanf is to espoufii^ the 
constitution in all doubtful c^^ses. Tim duty 
has devolved on the Supreme! Court rioter fey 
usage than by any positive law. 

It holds it* sessions in the city of Wadridgtcm 
at fixed periods. Besides, all the Judges ol^ 
Supreme Court, vrithout eice^n, «% b^Und 
to make circuits semi-annually through the dis- 
tricts respectively assigned to feem,flaid to sit, 
in coftjunetion vnth local Judges oa all owes, 
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"whicli by their nature, belong to tlieir jurisdic- 
tion. 

The Judges of the Supreme Court cannot |)e 
removed; they have an annual salary allowed 
them of from four thousand five hundred tg five 
thousand dollars. 

A seat on the bench of this court is very much 
asph:ed to, because it is bestov^ed only on men of 
acknowledged merit, and because the court it- 
self is held in high repute throughout the coun- 
fry. 

The Army. 

Amoi^ the general observations made in the 
commencement of this work, vre remarked, that 
the nature and genius of this government was 
incompatible vnth the existence of a standing 
army; and indeed, that of the United States is 
scarcely sufficient for the occupation of the most 
imports^! points in the defensive system of the 
country. It does not exceed at most ten thousr 
and men of the various military corps. How- 
ever disproportioned this army may be to the 
extent of country it is intended to protect, ef- 
forts have been made in Congress to reduce its 
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numbers. These have at length succeeded, ani 
the American Army is now diminished to six 
thousand men of the several military depart- 
ments. According to an opinion pretty geoe- 
T^V^ entertained in the United States, and which 
certainly is not ^vithout foundation, the national 
militia, the numerical force of which is eight 
hundred thousand men, is more than adequate 
to the protection of the country from foreign in- 
vasion. Tliis will be true, as long as local dif- 
ficulties inherent in a territory so extensive and 
so* thinly populated, oppose almost insurmounta- 
ble impediments to the march of an hostile army. 
There is much wanting to render this nume- 
rous militia, a well organized and disciplined 
force. Such a military result can scarcely be 
expected under a government democratically 
constituted. The organization of this truly na- 
tional defence, is in its infancy. Yet, on the 
other hand, the deficiency is counterbalanced 
by the general topography of the country, as 
well as by the natural qualities of the North 
Americans, who, although bad soldiers in mat- 
ters of discipline, are nevertheless very brave 
and inured to fatigues md privations. 
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The Army of the United States is well cloth- 
ed and paid. It is however almost entirely des- 
titute of skilful officers, especially in the artille- 
ry and engineer departments. There is but a 
single nursery of officers; that is, the Mil^ry 
Academy at West Point on the North river, in 
the state of New York, supported at liie expense 
of the General €rovemment. That institution 
has ill^ realized the hopes which were formed 
of its usefulness. Lic^itiousness and neglect 
of discipline among the Cadets, favoured, as it 
were, by the political atmosphere of this vast 
republic, have given rise to serious complaints. 
A motion was even made in Congress to sup- 
press the establishment altogether; and it is in- 
debted for its present existence solely to the 
patriotic efforts of some members of Congress, 
who were convinced that the preservation of 
this military school, notwithstanding ite defects, 
was required by national honour and pubUe 
utility. The expense erf the War Departm^rt 
in aU its branches (including arrearages) was in 
the year 1819, nine millions ime himdied and 
ninety-five th^:mnd nine hmidred and sixty-one 
dollars and seventy-two cents* 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE NAVY 

Until the last war of the United States with 
England, in 1815, this so efficient a branch of 
national defence, was altogether neglected. Ex- 
traordinary circumstances and painful experi- 
ence were required to correct on this subject, 
the opinions of those who undertook to direct 
national affairs in 1800; the enlightened part of 
the nation always considered the navy as the 
true bulwark of the country. 

It was only since this war, that the American 
government, awakened from the error into which 
it had fallen, took pains to repair it, by plac- 
ing the navy of the United States on a respectable 
footing; one, correqK)nding to the services it had 
already rendered, as well as the lofty anticipa- 
tion it had given rise to throughout the nation. 

The naval forces of the United States, accord- 
ing to an official statement, (published in 1822,} 
is comprised in the following table. 
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Ships of the Line carrying 74 gieHs. 

The Independence, 
Washington^ 
Franklin, 

Columbus, ^ 

Ohio, 

North Carolina, 
Delaware. 

Frigates of the first elms. 

The Constitution, 

United States, f , 

^ . > each carrying 44 guns. 

La Guemere, i 

Java, ^ 

Frigates of second class. 

Congress, 

Constellation, 

Macedonian, 

FvlUm^ steam frigate carrying 30 guns. 

Corvettes carrying 24 guns. 

Hornet, 
Ontario, 
Erie, 
Peacock, 
Meri^ stare ship. 
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Brigs carrying 12 guns. 


' Skitorpme, 






Spark. 


'• 




^Schadners 


• 




Nonsueh, 


6 


gllllS. 


AUigstor, 


13 


d«. 


Porpoise, 


12 


do. 


Bolphin, 


12 


dd. 


Shark, 


12 do. 


Grampus, • 


12 


do. 






Lady of the Lake 


,1 


do. 



"" Jbrmed Slqqps. 

Nos. 95, 8, 76, 158, 168,-— each earryii^ 
from 1 to 6 giiUB. 

Naval architecture is carried in the United 
States to a high decree of perfection, although 
it Is executed merdy from practical knowledge. 
8 
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The American sailor is not surpassed, in dexter- 
ity and courage, by any other in the world. We 
might say the same of the officers, but it cannot 
be disguised that the greater part of theln are still 
ignorant of that theoretical science indispen- 
sjHble to their profession. • 

The partial successes of the American Navy, 
during the last war dgainst Glreat Britain, seem^ 
to have intoxiearted the whole nation. The 
English, not long since so formidable, are at this 
day frequency an object of derision, and even 
of contempt in the eyes of Am^ricans^ who have 
never travelled beyond the boundaries of their 
ovm country. 

Of all the branches of public service, the liavy 
being the most popular, meets with least oppo- 
sition in Congress, when the annual budget is 
regulated. 

The expenses of the naval department, dur- 
ing the year 1819, amounted to 3,827,640 ^VV 
dollars, comprising the appropriation of a million 
of dollars annually for four years, for the grad- 
ual increase of the navy. Congress having made 
no retrenchments in the sums demanded by the 
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government for this department, the expenses 
for the present year are about the same. 

Should not unforeseen events derange the or- 
dinary course of things, in a, few years hence, 
the navy of the United States iviU amount to 
eleven ships of the line and thirty frigates, vdth 
a proportionate number of smaU vessels of war. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Wb have before observed tiiat the finances of 
the United States consist almost entirely of two 
items: 

1st. The product of the Custiuns. 

3d. The product of the sale of PuUic Lands, 
situated in the States of Ohio, Qlinois, Indiana, 
&c. 

We have already remarked that from the year 
1815 to 1821, the revenue from the Customs, 
diminished by nearly twenty millions of dollars. 
It amounted in 

1815, to - - - • 836,306,022 57 

1819,to .... 817,116,702 00 

Deficit, 819,189,320 57 

The revenue from the sale of Public Lands 
has always been increasing since the same pe* 
riods. Nevertheless, the difficulties which the 
treasury encountered in the recovery of money 
due firoi^ purchasers of public lands, notwith- 
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standing the long credits usually given them, 
caused great arrearages to exist in this branch of 
theAaances of the State. Two dollars per ^cre 
was the fixed price of public lands; one fourth 
payable immediately on delivery, and the resi- 
due in equal instalments, in the course of three 
years. If, at the expiration of that period, the 
wbok purchase money had not been paid, the 
land reverted to the treasury without the reim- 
bursement of the first payment. No one was 
allowed to purchase mwe than a certain quaiiti- 
ty of these lands; tlie minimum was one hund- 
red and sixty acres. 

An act was recently passed by the two houses, 
by wMdi the price of public lands was reduced 
from two doHars to one dollar and twenty-five 
cente per aare, but payable in cash, immediate* 
ly on the completion of the sale. 

In the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
uiy, for the year IS 1 9, the sale of puMic lands 
amounted to 83,858,556^^^, but in the estimate 
of the revenue of the year 1821, the same item 
^d not exceed two millions of dollars. 
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Publk Debt. 

It has been computed that up to the Ml of 
January, 18iiO, the public unredeemed debt 
amounted to 888,885,203,^%- 

(Treasury Annml Report, December 13. 1814.) 

According to the same official document, the 
comparative receipts and expenditures of the 
present year, showed a deficit of 85,000,000. 

After having passed in review, the different 
constituent parts of the Federal Govemmeiit, it 
will not be siq)erfluous to terminate this sketch 
by some general reflections. 

The government of the United Stat^ so ap- 
parentiy simple, being unincumbered by the ad* 
ministration of municipal concerns, is neverthe* 
less very complicated in its movements and op- 
erations. 

We have already seen that this Government, 
incapable of exerting any powers other than 
those specially delegated by the Federal Consti- 
tution, enjoys but a limited sovereignty. Where- 
ever a measure, either of general or particular 
interest, such as the nomination to office, is in 
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agitation, the executive is alWaj^ placed in the 
embarrassing predicament of being obliged to 
hannonize a multitude of contrariant interests 
and condliate many opposing pretensions. In a 
word) it is call^ upon to satisfy as many local 
sovereignties as possible, or perhaps the vvhole 
United States, each one of which, in urging its 
right of participation iia the conduct of general 
afiairs, wishes tx> maintain the exclusive direc- 
tion of its doihestic concerns. This is what is 
meant in that country, by gec^raphical and sec- 
ti(mal nominations; that is to say, the distribu- 
tion of offices at the disposition of the Govern- 
ment, among the t^andidates from the different 
i^tes of the Union according to the relative po- 
litical importance of <he several stsJtes of the 
confederation^ This difficulty ^&mh inherent 
in a government at the same time democratical 
and federal. As long as the country preserves 
its internal tranquillity, the executive power of 
the central government, always {^cing itself at 
the head of the stronger party of each state, and 
using a>me littie address, will, to a certain de- 
gree, succeed in satisfying all parties, and retain 
its preponderating influence. . 
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Yet these embarr^sni]^ circuBistanced wiU h^ 
sooner or later felt, either in some great exter- 
nal exigency, or when the Union shall be ex- 
posed to those domei^c commotions, from which 
no political society is long exempt; ai^d to which 
federative republics are peculiarly liiihle. 

The late war wifli England dibdosed the 
weakness of the tii^ by wh^ tiie different 
parts of the American c(»tfe^rfttion ar# united. 
Without the uneiq)»ected ccmdusion of an hon» 
curable peace, the Hartford C<mvention, com- 
posed of delegates from all the Eastern States, 
would in all likelihood^ hare ended in efl^tii^ 
their separation from the rest of ibt TJnioii* 
The greater portion of the Americ&ns, rftpel 
this idea indigi»ratly: but siem it was founddL 
on a hypothes» which the eyents of the war did 
not realize, althoii^ very possible and even 
probable, it is ui^ess to discuss so idle a ques* 
tion. 

Notwithstanding the pains taken by the 
framers of the American constitution to d^te 
clearly the powers delegated to tte General 
Ooveamment, and that which the states ha^e 
respectively reserved, the lin^ of d^narcation 
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between fhem has always been a theme of long 
and violent controversy whenever a question 
of general interest is agitated. Thus during the 
last war, the government or the first ms^istrate 
of Massachusetts, refused to execute the order 
of the general government, to march the militia 
of that state into Canada. 

The ri^t assumed and carried into execution 
at different times by the federal government 
of establishing a national bank, was also the sub- 
ject of long discussions in congress, and was con- 
tested by many states of the union.* 

As a third and last example of the vagueness 
of the Federal Constitution, we would cite the 
virulent debates which occupied more than half 
the present session of congress, to determine 
whether or not that body had a ri^t, under the 
constitution, to interdict slavery in the new 
state of Missouri. 

To that uncertainty we must look for the fee- 
bleness manifested by the general government 
in the suppression of piratical armaments, pub- 
licly prepared in some of the maritime cities of 

*This question has been finally decided by the supreme 
court in favour of the general government. 
9 
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the union, but p4ncij^lly in Baltimore; and iit 
Itrresting, in its commencement, the audacious 
and criminal expedition of some American ad- 
venturers against the province of Texas. 

The federal government is too clearsighted 
not to foresee the grievous consequences which 
such violations of the laws of nations may some 
day bring upon the country. And, the govern- 
ment is equally aware, that all it3 efforts to res- 
train these irregularities will be ineffectual, be- 
cause its orders, if indeed it have the right of 
giving any orders on this subject, would be elud- 
ed, perhaps badly executed or entirely disre- 
garded. 

A foreigner, known generally in Europe by the 
extent and variety of his acquirements, as well as 
by the sprigfatliness of his mind^ Mr. Correa de 
Serra, Minister Plenipotentiaary of Portugal near 
the United States, who resided a long time in 
that country, ainl who. traversed it in every di- 
yeetion, maintains that the American govera- 
mei^t, to the prejudice of the individual stafle 
governments, tends i^ronglf tacooselidaition. 

He even goes so far as to say, that it contains 
already all the elements of a monarchy, and 
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only wants a head: he therefore called it the 
headless monarchy. Notwithstanding my res- 
pect for the intelligence of this savant,* I am 
hold enough to entertain a contrary opinion. It 
appears to me, that in proportion as the territo- 
ry of the United States is enlarge^, and as the 
population, as well as the numher of the confe* 
derated states, encreases, the general goyemment 
will gradually lose its strength. 

However this may be, there is one truth well 
established, and important to be kept in view, 
when political relations are held with the Unitr 
ed States, that is, that its sovereignty is incom- 
plete. It therefore happens in many •cases, in 
which the laws of nations are interested, that 
the American government finds it impossible to 
act on terms of perfect reciprocity without trans- 
cending its powers. 

This government has hitherto been unable to 
put an end to the illegal armaments which have 
been equipped, and are even now fitting out at V^ 
Baltimore and other porte of the union, against ^ 
the commerce and navigation of nations at peace 
with the United States. Yet it is true, that the 
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dispositioii of fhe president and fhe rest of his 
cabinet, is decidedly opposed to these shameful 
infractions of neutral rights. 

Whilst condemning such voluntary agres- 
sions, the American gov^imient is incompetent 
to prevent tl^em and esqpecially to punish the 
guilty- 
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CHAP. VIIL ^ 



ThepoMcdl relatians of the United States mth 
Europe. 

Hitherto the United States have had little 
concern with European politics, except so £u* 
as theip commerce and navigation were interest- 
ed. In every other respect, this great federate 
republic is absolutely a stranger to the political 
combinations of Europe. 

This state of things will last as long as the re- 
lative thinness of the population and the nature 
of their government prohibit every energetic ef- 
fwt beyond the limits of their country. 

It is in the essence of popular governments, 
constituted as they are in our time, to be oppos- 
ed to every expensive enterprise; fm the great- 
est merit they possess in the eyes of the multi- 
tude, is the cheapness of the materials, if such 
an expression may be used, of which they are 
composed. 
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Considered ai^ a political jpower, the United 
States must necessarily be classed among the 
maritime powers, 

Thek political sympathies and antipathies in 
regard to European nations, should be measured 
by the capableness of the latter to injure their 
commerce and navigation. 

England enjoying an incontestible superiority 
at sea, is for that very reason ike power which 
the United States love least and fear most. 

Notwithstanding however, this q^cies of po- 
litical antipathy, it is c^tain, that the two coun- 
tries are bound tc^ether by moral ties which no 
political jealousy can sever. 

These moral ties derive their strength from the 
identity of c»igin, kngu^^e, cusfomus* md laws; 
in a word, from all circumstances im vdiieh are 
founded the moral and social existence of man. 



^Shortly after the war of Independence a member of con- 
gress, whose name escapes me at this moment, proposed to abol- 
11^ the use of Ihe Bnglish language; dedaring, that without 
this change, the emancipation of the United States, would never 
be complete. The project was undoubtedly absurd, since it was 
impracticable. But it is not the less true, (to employ a rolgar 
phrase) that die zealous repul^icanlaid his finger on the cause 
which will continue for a long time to give England a great 
moral influence over this country. 
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This truth is admirably illustrated in the me- 
moirs of Talleyrand, on the commercial relations 
of the United States with En^and and France, 
read to the National Institute in the year 1803. 

Hence it follows Hiat the £^lish, although 
they may find there a violent opposition to their 
politics, nevertheless have the satisfaction of see- 
ing their manufmturespreferred to those of other 
nations. 

Of all the European powers, Frant^ can best 
eakukte on a decided predilection on the part 
of the United States. It can scarcely be other- 
wise. Without taking into consideration the 
important services rendered by France to them 
in their war of independence, she has it in her 
power to aid them in their quarrels with Eng- 
land without being able, under any circumstan- 
ces, to inflict the slightest re^ injulry. 

It was probably from this confederation, that 
the American government manifested so clearly 
a partiality for the French government, at the 
time the Berlin and Milan decrees occasioned so 
great losses to the American commerce; while 
the British orders in coimcil were incessantly 
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the subject of the most vehement invectives 
and complaints, and terminated in bringing on 
the war of 1812. 

The same reasons, although much less co- 
gent, apply to the relations between Russia and 
the United States of America. It may be said, 
that the disposition of the government and the 
American nation in regard to Russia, i^generally 
amicable. The name of the Emperor Alexan- 
der is revered in the United States. This is ow- 
ing to the moderation with which the imperial 
government always treated the interests of Amer- 
ica, at a time when they came into collisioB 
with those of all the other maritime powers of 
Europe. Russia, formidable as she is, inspires no 
fear in that country. They even reckon on her 
support in any difficulty in which they may be 
hereafter involved with any European poweri^ 
whose dispositions are less favourable to them. 
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CHAP. I. 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 

Some general reflections on the administra* 
lion of justice in the United States, or rather on 
the spirit of their jurisprudence, may perhaps 
prove interesting to Russian readers, they are 
addressed chiefly to these, for it would certainly 
he almost inexciisahle presumption in the au- 
thor, to attempt to instruct Americans on such a 
subject, among whom it is difiicult to find a sin- 
gle individual who is not tolerably familiar, if 
not with the theory, at least with the course of 
justice in his country. 

It is generally agreed, that an impartial ad- 
ministration of civil and criminal justice, is one 
of the principal foundations of all political socie- 
ties of a permanent character. For the para- 
mount, and it may be said, the only object of all 
political associations, is the security of person and 
property. 
10 
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But if in strongly constituted, or to speak 
more clearly, in absolute monarchies, an im- 
partial administration of justice, be one of the 
most powerful means of prosperity, in a repre- 
sentative government it is an indispensible con- 
dition; the very corner stone of the edifice. In 
absolute monarchies, it eflficiently corrects the de- 
fects of political laws, and in limited monarch- 
ies or republics, the equitable administration of 
the laws, as it were, takes precedence of politi- 
cal justice,* 

* We are in fact, far from asserting that justice is best ad- 
ministered in republics. Such an opinion would be contradict- 
ed by facts; a badly regulated spirit of liberty, may frequently 
incline the balance of distributive justice, with as strong partial- 
ity as the hand of arbitrary power. This sometimes occurs 
even in the Uiuted States, where opulent persons have lost their 
cases because juries favoured the poorer class iii preference to 
the rich. Such instances are undoubtedly very rare, but it is in- 
disputable that a sentiment of inveterate jealousy of the rich, 
among the poorer class, has powerfully influenced in many 
states of the union, the municipal laws which regulate the re- 
lation of debtor and creditor. For some years past, the laws have 
always been faveurable to the former, even when right appeared 
on the side of the latter. This is not the place to examine the 
efiect of these laws on the welfare of the country. It will be 
sufficient to say, that they have sensibly aflected its credit. 
The idea we would convey is intended to bear on the position, 
that in monarchies, principles of distributive justice have not the 
same influence on their political institutions, as in representa^ 
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The Americans emphatically style their coun- 
try, "The land qf the law;'' for among them the 
law, like a superior power, covers the whole 
country, protecting with its shield, or threaten- 
ing with its swwd, all indiscriminately, without 
recognizing any distinction between the Su- 
preme Magistrate of thp republic and the hum- 
blest citizen. Slaves are the only persons to 
whom its protection is denied. Yet important 
ameliorations of their condition are daily, taking 
place in all the states wh^re this unfortunate 
class exists. The new state of Missouri may 
boast of being the first to soften the hardship of 
slavery, by solemn legislative enactment. A 
clause of its constitution declares the murder 
of. a slave punishable in the same manner, as 
one committed on. a free person. This exam- 
ple has been imitated by South Carolina. i 

The Americans having inherited their lan- 
guage, their customs, their political opinions and 

live or democratical governments, such as are now established. 
The example of France under the reign of Napoleon, proves 
that a fair administration of justice is not always incompatible 
with unlimited political power. But on the other hand it may 
be remarked, that the preservation of just ideas of rational liber- 
ty since so happily realized under Louis XVIII, is owing to 
the judicial system of France. 
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even their primitive ifistitutions from their En- 
glish ancestors, necessarily adopted their sys- 
tem of jurisprudence. In fact, the two modes 
of administering justice are so much alike, that 
one seems to have been copied from th6 other. 
However, to develope this affinity, we should be 
obliged to enter into minute details, of which 
pers(ms well versed in the subject alone are com- 
petent to give a satisfactory account, and which 
have no room within the limits of a simple sketch. 

The dominant {Hinciples in the English and 
American systems of jurisprudence are: 

1st That all men are equal in the eye of the 
law; that is to say, that it is the same for all, 
vrithout any distinction whatsoever, whether it 
protects or punishes. 

2dly. Tliat no man can be judged but by his 
peers; that is to say, his equals in society. 

Here a sensible difference between the two 
judicial systems arises which it is not useless to 
notice, altibough it is only apparent, as it has no 
influence on the course of justice. The English 
coii^titujiipii recognizes political inequalities; 
whilst the American constitutions, taken collec- 
tively, or individually, only recognize the sim- 
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pie difference of profession. An English peer 
poi^esses certain political rights in which other 
citizens do not participate. Yet the law is not 
the less the same for him, although the forms 
necessary for its application are different, so far 
as regards the composition of the jury. 

In America political inequalities have no ex- 
istence; so that the law and the forms of its 
application are the same for all, in all cases. 

The hody of civil and crimtinal law is com- 
posed of the following elements. 

1st The common hw^ such as it is in Eng- 
land, notwithstanding the modifications flowing 



'^Properly speaking, the common law is notliing more than a 
collection of judicial decisions in isolated cases. It is consult- 
ed in all cases, not provided for by the statute or written law. 
This is an abyss of civil legislation, but the evU is in some 
measure remedied by the discretion of the judges. The com- 
mon law is venerated in England because the English believe it 
to be favourable to liberty. In the United States, where lib- 
erty has gained every X\mg and has nothing to fear, public 
opinions leani toward written dvil codes. But they perhaps, 
scarcely dream that the enterprise would be bx from easy in so 
extensive and diversified a country. Besid(|^, however great 
might be the wisdom and perspicacity of the compilers of such 
codes, it would be iii]^^QS9Lble to foresee the cases that might 
arise, and provide for the interpretations which the acuteness of 
Jawyers would place on the meaning of the law. In this way, 
commentaries and readings would enlarge the code to such a de« 
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from the nature of a government ipvhich ad- 
mits of no distinction in the orders of society, 
nor of privileged classes which were always 
as unknown to these colonies as the right of pri- 
mogeniture. This last right, it is true, exist- 
ed in Virginia, Maryland and South Carolina 
previous to their emancipation, but was abolished 
soon after the revolution. 

2d. Acts of the British Parliament antecedent 
to the period of the American Independence. 
The local legislatures of the United States pos- 
sessed, nevertheless, the power of modifying the 
acts or statutes of the British Parliament as well 
as the common law, in every case which did not 
involve internal commerce or the essential attri- 
butes of sovereignty. The infringement of this 

gree, that it would participate in the inconvenience of the com- 
mon law. 

The statute or written law consists of legislative acts. We 
have already seen that in the United States, the statute law is 
composed of jacts of the English Parliament, passed antecedent 
to the revpliitioB, of acts of congress, and lastly of legislative 
acts of the different states forming the confederation. Conse- 
quently the statute law of the United States is derived from 
two sources, one the federal legislation, the other the same 
legislative power reserved to themselves respectively by 
the several states of the union. It is important not to lose 
aght of these facts. 
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right by the British Parliament contributed ma- 
terially to the separation of the English colo- 
nies from the mother county. 

3d. Acts of the American congress and of the 
individual legislatures of the different states. 
These last mentioned are only obligatory as 
law, within the circle of the respective jurisdic- 
tion of the state legislatures. 

4th. The civil and criminal codes of partic- 
ular states in which they have been compiled. 
In many states of the union there exists crim- 
inal codes made on the spot. But it is only in 
Louisiana, that we find a body of laws embracing 
all the social relations of the citizens among them- 
selves. 

Their code of laws is nothing but the civil 
code of Napoleon adapted to their local circum- 
stances. This work as important as it is useful, 
was executed by two jurisconsults of that coun- 
try; Mr. Moreau Lestel and Mr. James Brown, 
now a senator in the congress of the United 
States, from Louisiana. 

The organization of the judicial tribunals of 
the United States, bears a great aflfinity to that of 
the courts of England. Yet marked differences 
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may be seen between them in some of the states 
of the union; and these differences without be- 
ing fundamental, modify the cause of justice in 
civil litigations. 

In many states, as in New-York, New-Jersey 
and Virginia, there is a court of chancery invest- 
ed with jurisdiction similar to that of the chan- 
cery court in England. In other states, this 
comi assumes another form, or the ordinary 
courts are clothed vrith a jurisdiction usually be- 
longing to a court of chamjfery. 

It would be superfluous to enter into a detail- 
ed descriptiDU of the organization of the various 
courts in the different states of the American 
confederation. The design in which it is con- 
ceived is Gammon to all; which is, to secure to 
every man prompt and impartial justice. The 
latter object is unqilestionably accomplished; but 
it would be important to abridge the delays of 
litigation; for, in regard to promptitude, it is very 
doubtful whether they have been successful in 
the United States. Means to elude the vievirs of 
legislators and protract the pendancy of suits be- 
yond a reasonable term, have always been found 
by the ingenuity of lawyers. This particularly 
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happens when the plaintii* in a cause is a for- 
eigner, seeking redress from an Insurance Com- 
pany. 

In every case, either civil or criminal, there 
are hut two stages or degrees of judicial en- 
quiry. A courtof original jurisdiction, of which 
there is one at least in each county, decides in the 
first instance. Should there he an appeal, the 
judgment is reviewed hy the Supreme Court, of 
which there is one in eaich state. The jurisdic- 
tion of this tribunal in all its litigations between 
citizens of the same state, corresponds to that of 
the Court of King's Bench in England; and the 
judges, during the recess, also perform a circuit 
in the district assigned to them respectively, with 
this diflference, that in America the eldest or 
Chief Judge of the Supreme Court is not ex- 
empted from this duty, as is the case with the 
presiding judge of the King's Bench in England. 

In every suit which, under the provisions of 
the constitution of the Federal Grovemment, is 
definitively adjudicated hy the Supreme Court of 
the United States, there are properly three stages 
of judicial investigation. A local court of origin- 
11 
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al jurisdictioii^ first tries the cause and passes 
judgment An appeal, if one be taken, is tiien 
carried before a Circuit Court. i A further ap- 
peal may be then had to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, which finally adjudges the 

cause.} 

According to these external forms observed, 
in the proceedings of all the tribunals of the 
country, with the exception of the Court of 
Chancery or Equity, and the Supreme Courts 
which pass sentence without the interv^ntioB 
of a jury, the dispensation of tJie law, indepen- 
dently of the necessary formality of opening 
every judicial proceeding, whether civil or crim- 
inal, is performed in the folfovdng mmm^ : 



* Over this court, commonly called the Circuit Court of the 
United States, one of the Judges of the District Court presides, 
associated with one of the Judges of the Sispr^ne Court of the 
United Statesf . The members of this last tribunal , without ev^^ 
the exception of the Chief Justice, have each their district as- 
sigaed to them respectively, which they vi»t annually al fixed 
periods. 

t See note in Appendix. 

I Ttis Court Mkewise takes cognizance of all cases aiisuig 
from the violation of the laws of the United States, strictly speak- 
ing, or Acts of Congress. 
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Lawyers or advocates, on each side, state the 
tsase, argue upon the law, produce their authori- 
tfes, and examine the witnesses. 

One of the judges then gfves the jury a sum- 
mary of the pleadings on hoth sides. In some 
states they confine themselves to explaining to 
the jury the law that should govern their deci- 
sion. 

Hie jurors flien retire to deliberate among 
ftemselves on what verdict they shall find, whfch 
verdict, when once found, is announced to the 
judgeby one of their own body, chosen by the 
court for tiiat jmrpose, as the most distinguish- 
ed of them by hk character and intelligence. 

Finally the judge applies the law and the suit 
is determined. 

All these different formalities are performed 
publicly. The court room is open to every one 
without distinction. This publicity in judicial 
proceedings, has perhaps a greater influence up* 
on the impartial distribution of justice, than the 
institutiim of a jury trial. 

In all civil and criminal cases, Uie jury decides 
on both the I§^ and the fact In criminal pros- 
lecutions, the power of the jury has no limits, but 
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it is otherwise in civil cases. On a question of 
law, the opinion of the jndge has usually great 
weight with the jury; and when their verdict if j 
contrary tothe law, such as it has been cxpouM-J 
ed by the judge, he sets it aside and recommends 
to them to reconsider the case. Should the jury 
prove obstinate in their oppomtton, H^ judge ca^j^ 
order a new trial of the cause. 

It is then evident, that the agency of a jury in 
civil cases is less real than aj^^arent, since in a 
majority of them they are directed by the supe- 
rior knowledge and experience of the judges. 
In fact, it is scarcely poi^ible that persons, abso- 
lutely strangers to a profound knowledge of the 
civil law, should be competeiit to adjnitiister it 
equitably in all cases, (many of which are com- 
plicated,) arising from disputes betweeii the in- 
habitants of a free and civilized country. 

We should not omit to mention the obliga- 
tion of serving in turn as a juror, from which no 
American citizen is exempt, und^ the penalty 
of a heavy fine. This often becomes a species of 
burthenspme tax on the time of the industrious 
part of the community. 
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Cifimifial legislation having for its object to 
ndiield, against the assaults of violence and mal^ 
ice, all that is most vali^^ble to man, his life and 
reputation, has invited its proceedings with ev*- 
ery precauti(m fiiat human foresight could sug- 
g^ to guard the accused against any precipitan- 
cy in the organs of he Javr, and to afford himr at 
the same time the most unbounded means of 
self-justification. This assuredly is the beautiful 
feature of American juris^udence, a jurispru- 
dence whidi in other respects resembles in its de- 
tails the mode of criminal procedure practised in 
England. 

TRie prevailing principle of the system seems 
to establish above all other considerations, that 
it is better for society that ten criminals should 
escape the rigour of tl^ laws which they may 
have violat^d, than that one innocent person 
should be condemned to punishment. Perhaps 
some doubts might justly be entertained of this 
maxim, repeated to satiety by modem philan- 
thropy. We might possibly be nearer to the 
truth in maintaining the converse proposition; 
for, the sum of evil resulting to society in the two 
cases is evidently greater in the first than in the 
second. Meanwhile we cannot but applaud a 
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iQi^tem of criminal jurteprudence, wUdb evinces 
w much solidtttde to j^vent judicial error. 

We should place at the head of the safeguards 
of p^mnal security, the justiy celebrated law of 
habeas corpus. Tliklawf^^y^itearMtrary and 
protracted imprisonment, and fe e^etiy the 
same in the United States as in England. 

False accusations and illegalprosecutions are 
obviated by the ingtUuHon of the Grand Jury^ 
which the Americims regard as tiie palladium 
of their liberty. The Grand Jury is nevw com- 
posed of less than thirteen, nor more than twen- 
ty-three individuals, although twenty-four are 
usually summoned. They are e]^>sen by lot, at 
the opening of each season of the criminal court, 
from among active and respectable citizens. The 
Grand Jury ejQtmines the witnesses against ^* 
cused persons, and decides, by a majority of 
votes, whether there is a SRifficient reason for put- 
ting the accused on trial. This examination is 
made ynfh, closed doors, and cannot th^efore 
prejudice the accused in the formal trial which 
he is about to undergo. 

An indictment is not found until after the 
Grand Jury has had suflficient proof before them 
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tigainst him, and it is then only that he can be 
formally tried. In the contrary case, he is dis- 
mksed from all judicial prosecution. 

The Grand Jury can also take cognizance of 
some general matters of a local character, such as 
the state of the prisons, the roads, and of jfsrtko 
ular cases broi^t before them. The result of 
this enquiry is reported to a competent tribunal, 
and, in this way, abuses are corrected. 

It appears that the institution of the Grand 
Jury exists in all the United States, and that it 
h every where composed of int€d%ent and re- 
spwtabk citizens, who are con^dered as the most 
^Hcient guardians of the public safety. ■ 

The Petit Jury, composed of twelve individ- 
uals, chosen on the same principle that governs 
the selectten of the Grand Jury, acting more di- 
rectly in the distribution of both civil and (^im^- 
nal justice, secures impartiality by a i^cies of 
equahty and reciprocal sympathy which thb in- 
stitution is thought to establidi between the 
judges and the person to be judged. 

We have already seen, that in an civil and 
criminal cases, excepting those which are carried 
before the courts of chancery or the supleme 
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courts which ultimately decide, the Petit Jury 
exercises the greatest power. It might be 
said that it contains the very essence of judicial 
power; yet we have likewise observed, that in 
civil suits the course of the jury is greatly influ- 
enced and even controled by the judge. 
C Such is not the case in criminal prosecutionsj) *c 
The duty of the judge is restricted to making a 
summary statement of the case: the jury, em-( 
bracing in their deliberations the law as well/ » 
as the facts, pronounces peremptorily and with-^ ' 
out appeal on the part of the judge, on the crimi< 
nality of the accused, gmlly or not guUty. In 
the first instance, the prisoner suffers the penalty 
imposed by the law, which is announced to him 
by the judge, provided, before the expiration of 
a certain period of time, the executive power, 
invested with the right of pardoning, does not ex- 
ercise its prerogative in favor of the criminal, 
either to remit or commute the punishment. 

But when, by the verdict of the jury, the ac- 
cused person is declared not guilty, he is imme- 
diately set at liberty, without liability to a re- 
newal of the prosecution; this conforms to one 
of the fundamental principles of English* juris- 
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prudence, that no man can be twice tried for 
the same offence. In both civil and criminal 
cases, the verdict of the jury to be valid must be 
unanimous. When, in the opinion of the jury, 
the crime, although sufficiently established, is 
accompanied by circumstances of extenuation, 
then still declaring him guilty, they recommend 
him to the mercy of the executivej and such 
recommendation is always taken into conside- 
ration. 

Independently of the publicity of the proceed- 
ings and the intervention of a jury, these two 
powerful safeguards of innocence, the slightest 
errors in the judicial forms, however insignifi- 
cant they may be in themselves, according to 
the spirit of American jurisprudence, operate in 
its favor. Thus a single fault of orthography or 
misnonier in the indictment, is sufficientto arrest 
instantly the trial of a criminal cause. 

In fact, by the criminal laws and forms of 
procedure in use in the United States, an accus- 
ed person is so abundantly fortified with means 
of defence, that he has absolutely nothing to ap- 
prehend from the malice of h^ accusers, nor 
from the precipitancy of his judges. We should 
12 
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be even tempted to believe, that in certain case;, 
the law is too favourable to the accused, when 
we see how difficult it is in the United Stat^ 
to bring an individual, charged with the moat 
atrocious crimes which have been perfectly 
proven, to merited punishment* This difficulty 
amounts to an actual impossibility, when, by ac- 
cident, as frequently happens in Pennsylvania, 
the jury is composed of quakers. 

We have yet to speak of the independence of 
the judges, which is also considered as one of the 
principal requisites for an impartial administra- 
tion of justice. 

The opinion, that expounders of the law, to 
discharge justly and with dignity their impor- 
tant functions, should be placed in absolute in- 
dependence of all political power, is pretty gene- 
ral and uniform in the United States. 

In all tribunals, emanating from the authority 
of the federal government, the judges are ir- 
removeable, or what amounts to the same thing, 
hold their place during good behaviour. They 
can only be deposed by a formal accusation 
(impeachment) made by the house of repre- 
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sentativGS before the senate, and sustained by 
two thirds of the members of that body. 

These judges receive a liberal pecuniary com- 
pensation, sufficient to procure an easy and ho- 
nourable livelihood. 

The same advantages are granted to judges 
who preside over tribunals created by the local 
authorities of the United States. Nevertheless 
the jealous spirit of popular liberty of Rhode 
Island and Vermont, refused to invest their judg- 
^ v^ith that independence which alone can ren- 
der them, at the same time, impartial and re- 
spectable. They are there badly paid, and hold 
their office but for one year. 

A more striking defect in this respect, exists 
in the judicary system of the state of New York. 
It is declared by the constitution of that state, 
that every judge becomes incapable of fulfilling 
his official functions, after sixty years of age. In 
England as in other countries, the contrary opin- 
ion prevails, that a judge of sixty years of age, 
is in tke full vigour of his usefulness. Biit the 
legislators of the state of New York think dif- 
fidently, without suspecting that they thereby 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



92 

cdumniate the intellectual faculties of their 
countrymeu. 

It may be said in general, that judges are held 
in great and merited consideration in the United 
States. 

We could easily produce a list of judges, as em- 
inent by their virtues as bj[ their talents, taken in- 
differently from all the states of the union. But 
since it is impossible to do justice to each, it is 
better to omit them all. 

The profession of the law, is also held in high 
estimation, and excites a preponderating influ- 
ence in the conduct of public affairs. One sin- 
gle fact will serve to remove all doubt on the 
subject Of the fcwrty-eight members now com- 
posing the senate of the United States^ thirty- 
six are lawyers by profession. 

The same considCTations'of prudence, whieh 
did not permit the author to speak of the judges 
individually, prohibit the mention of the most 
distinguished lawyers of the country; and this 
involuntary silence is preserved the more reluc- 
tantly, as he is happy enough to count among them 
dome tried friend& 
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CHAP, n- 

PENJTEJrriARIES, 

A »£T€H of this branch of the criminal juris* 
prudence of the United States of America, will 
complete what we proposed to say concerning 
fhe penal legislation of that country. The great 
popularity of the Penitentiary system among en- 
lightened Americans, and the brilliant results 
anticipated from it in &e beginning of the ex- 
periment, but which experience has so badly jus- 
tified, have induced Hie author to devote a sepa- 
rate article to the subject. 

The philanthropic sentiments prevailing in 
Europe, aqd of which the writings of Beccaria 
and Howard were but the first expression, found 
public opinion in the United States not only wil- 
ling to receive them, but to make an experiment 
of every suggestion which these celebrated de- 
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fenders of suffering humanity had advanced, 
either for the improvement of criminal jurispru- 
dence, or for the reform of prisons. "• 

This spirit of benevolence soon manifested it- 
self in the United States, by innumerable publi- 
cations, recommending, in pathetic terms, the 
abolition of capital punishment, except in cases 
of extraordinary atrocity. 

In all, it v^as assumed as an admitted princi- 
ple, and consequently indisputable, that the chief 
tendency of a law ought to be to prevent and 
not to punish crime. To this general proposi- 
tion, the evidence of the correctness of which is 
perhaps not suflSciently demonstrated, the scru- 
ples of conscience of some religious sects, and 
more especially thequakers, soon added another, 
more general and important in its character. It 
aimed at contesting the right of capital punish- 
ment altogether. To the Creator alone, said 
they, does it belong to dispose of the life of man, 
as his proper work. 

Such sentiments meeting with scarcely any 
opposition, the punishment of death, except in 
cases of premeditated murder, was abolished 
successively in all the states of the union. 
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It is doutbful, whether this triumph of phil- 
anthropy served to diminish the number of crimes 
superinducing capital plinishment. However, 
it is certain that the number of prisoners, with- 
out reference to their particular crimes, always 
increased, notwithstanding the mildness of their 
criminal laws, and the deep sentiment of human- 
ity vnth which they are administered in the 
American courts of justice. 

Without pausing here to examine the causes 
of this moral phenomenon, causes difficult to de- 
signate with precision, and which it is better to 
leave to the research of American philanthro- 
pists, the author cannot refrain from apprising 
the reader, that nothing is further from his mind 
than the idea of attributing the augnientation of 
crimes in the United States, to the greater leni- 
ency of their criminal jurisprudence. In his 
opinion, this melancholy result is owing, in a 
great measure, to the extreme facility with which 
either pardon or commutation of punishment is 
obtained; a facility which deprives penal laws of 
that salutary terror, without which, they are no 
better than a dead letter. 
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The increase of crime, and consequently the 
number of persons confined in the public prisons, 
ultimately attracted attention throughout the 
United States- They imagined they had detect- 
ed the cause in the faulty organization of the in- 
ternal police of their public prisons, and have ever 
since been engaged in endeavouring to remedy 
the defect. 

Such was the origin of l^enitentiaries in 
America, in 1790. The state of Pennsylvania 
was the first to introduce them, and the rest of 
the states of the union soon followed her exam- 
ple. The quakers exerted their activity and 
influence with equal zeal and success, to place 
these establishments on their present footing. 
According to this new plan. Penitentiaries were 
to have a double object— to punish crime and 
reform the criminal. On one hand, they sought 
to rid society, without effecting a great diminu- 
tion in the labour required by its wants, of every 
individual who had transgressed the civil or crim- 
inal law. On the other, they wished the crimi- 
nals, condemned to a longer or shorter confine- 
ment in proportion to the degree of their offences, 
in expiating them by the temporary loss of their 
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liberty, to contribute, by the product of their 
labour, both to the reimbursement of the expen- 
ses of their imprisonment and the accumulation 
of the means of an honest livelihood, to be given 
them at the expiration of the term of their pun- 
ishment. 

The humanity of these reformers of prisons^, 
had scrupulously provided for all the real wants 
of the prisoners vrith a profusion of charity, 
that has since proved one cause of the ill suc- 
cess of this philanthropic enterprize: for it is no- 
torious, that the daily support of convicts in the 
principal penitentiaries of the United States, al- 
vv^ays v^ras, and is to this moment, superior to that 
which the greater part of llie honest mechanics 
of the country can procure by their labour. 

Solitary confinement, as the last degree of se- 
verity, and which, in many <^ases, was to super- 
sede capital punishment, was at different periods 
inflicted on prisoners whose crimes were not of 
a very heinous description, but whose conduct 
was indocile and turbulent 

By these united expedients, they flattered 
themselves that the douWe end of these Hew 
kind of prisons could be accomplished; that is to 
13 
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say — the punishment of crime, and hy the re- 
form of the criminal, the prevention of its reciiF- 
rence. 

A third advantage promised by this system, 
was its economy. In fact, the idea of having 
prisons, the expenses of which would be defray- 
ed by the labour of the prisoners themselves, 
and without cost to the state, was the more se- 
ducing as it was<5onnected with hopes of a high- 
er kind of usefulness, which had public morality 
for its object The first effects of this system of. 
imprisonment appeared to confirm the hypothe- 
ses en which it was founded. Penitentiaries as- 
sumed the appearance of spacious work-shojw, 
from which issued every kind of workmanship, 
of the most perfect execution. 

But when, at the end of some y^krs, they be- 
held the number of prisoners augment, and the 
cixpenses of these establishments more and more 
exceed the receipts — when they discovered 
among the prisoners, persons who had before 
undergone the same punishment, a suspicion 
arose that there was some error in the course 
until then pursued in regard to them. 
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Without accumulating facts in support of this 
assertion, we will confine ourselves to extracts 
from the official report of the inspectors of the 
penitentiary in Philadelphia, for the year 1819. 
Towards the end of that year, it contained four 
hundred and sixteen prisoners. Of this numher, 
seventy-three had been twice imprisoned in that 
institution; twenty-five three times, seven four 
times, and two five times. The same result oc- 
curred in oflier States which h«rf adopted the 
penal system of Feiimylvania. 

The insurrection of tfee prisoners in the differ- 
ent penitentimes, but more especially the insur- 
rection of 1 820 in Pennsylvania, dksipated the 
illusion of the public. It is now agreed in 
the United States, that the experiment has com- 
pletely faUed, and that important modifications 
are indispensably necessary in the organization 
of penitentiaries. 

Among the causes which have brought ^bout 
this sad result, the following are generally admit- 
ted. 

1st The wmt of a prcp&r clamjmtion of 
the prisoners. 
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Hundreds of prisoners, shut up in the same 
prison, although for crimes infinitely various in 
their character and enormity, are employed in 
Afferent species of labour, but are crowded pro- 
miscuously in the same place. At night thfffy 
or forty sleep in one room. 

In consequence of such an arrangement, the 
discipline of penitentiaries, far from awakening 
in the minds of the convicts a disposition to re- 
pent, on (he contrary confirms them in their vi- 
cious habits. Hardened malefactors teach the 
novices crime, and in this way a prison, intended 
to reform its tenants, becotiies by their intercourse, 
a Lancastrian school for tnutual instructions 
in vice. 

It is however just to remark, that this want of 
clas^fication of the criminals is almost irrenie- 
dkbli^ mless you consent to allow a vei^ large 
space for this institution and consequently very 
^Xpdasive dimensions to the buildings. 

flk%, iJieJheilityjmth whkhcHminah cwi- 
demnedto a long conjinemmt^ obtain either the 
f&iMi»iMiir Mmmumion of their puniahmeni. 

That this cause reaUy prevails, and that it is 
pernicious in its influence on public morals, is so 
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notorious and well established a fact, that no en- 
lightened American would surely deny its exist- 
en9e. 

Among the political rights reserved by the se- 
veral ^tes of the union to themselves, is that 
of pardoning. This beautiful prerogative of ex- 
ecutive power is exercised, not only by the pres- 
ident of the United States, but also by twenty- 
four governors or chief magistrates, each vnthin 
the limits of the territorry of his own state. And 
it v^U not appear astonishing that they grant 
it with so much readiness, when it is known, 
that there are some governors, like the governor 
of Ohio, whose whole executive authority is com- 
prised in the power of pardoning. 

3d. The luxury of charity y if we may he allow- 
€d the expression^ with which they umaUy pro- 
vide for the subsistence of prisoners. 

This fact is likevrise beyond all contradiction; 
and the author of this article has had, upon more 
than one occasion, an opportunity of convincing 
himself of it, by the testimony of his own eyes. 
Such mistaken philanthropy essentially contrib- 
utes to divest punishment of its efficacious terrors. 
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Ilowever, they begin to retrench this prodigali- 
ty, and to discover, that a jnison ought never to 
be a house of comfort, but of afQiction and pen- 
itence, and that, in regard to the prisoner, jus- 
tice should never furnish him with superfluities, 
but be contented vdth simply sparing him use- 
less privations. 
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STATE OF SOCIETY. 

' In order to form an idea of the present state of 
society in the United States, it is necessary to 
premise that it is the result of civilization, as 
ancient as that of England, hut applied to a 
country comparatively very new. The effect 
must consequently he very different from that 
which we hehold in the old states of Europe, 
where, to use such a phrase, civilization has fol- 
lowed, and not as in the United States, preceded 
the cultivation of the soil. The history of the first 
colonization of North America is well known^ 
We are apprised that the founders of the colo- 
ny at New Plymouth, in Massachusetts, which 
was commenced in the heginning of the seven- 
teenth century, were men who had left their 
own country to evade the religious and political 
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persecution to >fliich they were exposed in 
England. These, in point of civilization, were 
on a level vrith society as it existed at that peri- 
od in Europe- The same may be said of the 
followers of William Penn, who peacefully set- 
tled themselves in Pennsylvania, about the year 
1682. And, althou^ the founders of a colony 
on the shores of Virginia, established a few years 
befwe those of Massachusetts^ Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, were^ in their origin,.an assemblage 
of adventurers eager to acquire riches, rather 
than an association of peaceful and industrious 
persons, it is not the less true, that ttiey enjoyed 
a degree of civilization propprtionate to the re- 
spective trades and professions which they fol- 
lowed in their native l$nd;and in a degree already 
sufficient to render them much superior to the 
aboriginal inhabitants of this vast continent. It 
IB assuredly to civilization, that we must attri- 
bute, not only the vigorous resistance which 
they made against the attacks of the natives of 
the soil, who were much more numerous and 
warlike than the colonists themselves; but also 
their rapid and constant progress in the improve* 
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ment of their mode of life, the find result of 
i^chhas heen the political existence f^ the 
United States of America. 

'^ Knowledge^'' says Bacon^ ^ispoweat'' This 
maxim has never perhaps been better demon- 
luxated tiban i>y <iie histw]^ of tihe odonization 
*of North America; an enterprise the more re- 
markable, as it is owing to the courage and ef- 
forts x)f a few individual, and not, like the con- 
<iuest of Mexico and Peru, to the immense re- 
sources of the most powerful monarchy of its 
time. 

In proportion as l&e e(donists, opposed in the 
commencement by local difficulties, acquired 
consistency, their relations with England be- 
came more and mcHre important The identity 
4d manners, and above all, of language, enabled 
them to follow, at a certain distance, the mother 
country in her career of dvilization. This 
double identity at least prevented them from re- 
lap^ng into ignorance. The presses and work-^ 
shops of England, laboured alike for the colonies . 
and the inhabitants of the three kingdoms. The 
fruits of aU discoveries in the sciences, arts and 
trades, were immediately transmitted to tho cd- 
14 
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onists of North America. It cannot be denied but 
that the intimacy of these relations, had an im^ 
portant agency in preventing the formation of a 
national character; but it is nevertheless certain, 
that this very intimacy of relation and interest, 
contributed powerfully to develop the natural 
resources of the country, and accelerate the* 
epoch of its political emancipation* 

Th^e reflections appeared necessary to elu- 
cidate the principal fact averted, that the courh 
try is neiv^ btit its eivilization is old; and as it wiU 
soon be seen, they were not irrelevant to the 
subject of which we are about to treat. 

By the state of society, is commonly under- 
stood, the state of manners, customs, intelli- 
gence and mode of life of the inhabitants of a 
country; or in other words, the aggregate erf 
their physical and moral existence. 

We have already stated, that the first Euro- 
pean colonists, who sought an asylum on the 
^pres of North America, belonged to a civilized 
class of men. Their settlements, so feeble in 
their origin, were not slow in improvement* 
After having repelled the attacks of the Indians, 
who, being the primitive possessors of the s(h1 
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«ould not behold without alarm, the appearance 
of a foreign race in their neighbourhood, the 
colonists gradually extended a domain, which 
they had either wrested from the natives by main 
force, or as in the negotiations between them 
and William Penn, obtained by amicable ar- 
rangement. 

The limits of the colonies advancing further 
and further towards the west, in proportion as 
the Indians retired, at length reached the base 
of the Alleghany mountains. This barrier was 
soon surmounted, and the settlements follow- 
ing closely the foot steps of the retreating In- 
dians, attained the banks of the Mississipi: 
and in thes^ later times, after crossing this great 
river, they have travelled on to the banks 
of the Missouri, and even to the shores of the Pa- 
cific Ocean. 

So rapid an extension of territory over a coun- 
try, until then a stranger to every species of cul- 
ture, necessarily wrought a considerable change 
in the manners of the colonists as well as in their 
mode of life. Those among them who prefer- 
red remaining in maritime cities, which they saw 
flourishing after having vdtnessed their founda- 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 






'•^.;f. 



108 *. l-# 

ttoa, retained fhe longest their primitive^raitf 
of character. The reas(m is simpi|p; th^ lived ^ 
with persons, the greats part of whom, came \ 
from the same country, and who professed the 
same political and religions opinions. Migrft- 
tion alone could operate on their manners hut 
a slight change, which for a long time, miBt b^ 
cessarily have been imperceptible^ because it 
could only arise from the niatural effects (^ a 
new climate, and an unlimited democratical go- 
yemment, substituted for the dominion: ol a con- 
stitutional monarchy. Other cc^nists, whom 
the spirit of adyenture and the loye of gain had 
urged into the interior of the country, suddenly 
found themselves exposed to all the incoByeniefi- 
ees of a solitary life in the midst i)f a wilderness. 
Deprived of immediate neighbomrhbod, they 
passed the first years of their removal iff painM 
and unwholesome kbour,^ at one time felling 
treed for fhe coBstnictlon of dwellings, at another 
Inreaking the unfurrowed soil, the (ettMijat 
whtcb was counteTba^need by febrile e^diak'^ 
tions, peeuUsff to new knds, inipregnat^d vriHt 
decomposed Vegetable maritar. Whole ffion^ 
fussed alvay withotit these inhabitants^ the 
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forestsleemg of&er hunran bdi^ than their fam- 
ilks. ' Such HK^tion nataraity hardeoed thenr 
ohafacter, and imparted to their manners some- 
thing of tiie savage mtarB by which they w^e 
surromided. When at lei^lthpopalatiou, soured 
by the richness of the soil increased aconnd them, 
and gave tbem mei^bours, equally deteriorated 
n» regard to cinUaatioB; when political and eiTik 
laws began to «^p€«ttte ki the midst of these grew- 
it^ sodcities, great diffiet^tief wei« enco«ntered 
in tbek eXMra^n^ frottt men aicenstomed to ea* 
joy sa^tmbettadedindepi^eaceyiatdtogiTe ftait 
sway to Hieir passlMti. Ron^tness of ttuaner 
becuoe the greater among these lu^ Utilized 
and hatf siira^ men, as the reli|^iis senrt^ents 
they might havi'^oxM tvkh them into the for- 
est» gradoalfy^ for waatt of nMolsbntentj loat all 
empire over tiiemf f<ir iH is (»b?ious, that a very 
ectisideiaUe tifiMi must Jut^ efepsed, before Ih6- 
pepulatiM 4^ fhese new countries cotddhattre ar- 
rif ed sA Ihat degree of denseness in which the 
want of any Idnd of worship whatsoever ii» felt. 
TMi observation is e^seeialfy applicable to a 
eowttrf, the fandamental laws of which do not 
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allow apy national religion, and experience has 
proved, that among the states composing the 
American union, it is in those of more recent 
existence, that the elections are most tumultu- 
ous, party spirit most virulent, and individual 
contests most Moody. 

To find the class of men whom we have just 
pourtrayed, we must unquestionahly traverse the 
United States in its whole breadth from east to 
west, and reach the borders of the Missouri and 
Arkansaw. Every where civilization is seen 
rapidly advancing towards perfection. But it is 
not less true, that to this hour, there are in some 
parts of the country, men who are savage in 
their manners and mode of life, and, at the same 
time, civilized in regard to industry and a know- 
ledge of the mechanic arts. These, who have 
been ingeniously denominated jvipneer^ o/eimKr 
zatian^ are the origin qf the population of the 
numerous states on the borders of the Ohio, the 
Mississippi, the Indiana and the Illinois rivers. 

To a traveller, however little accustomed to 
observe what is passing around him, the interior 
of the United States offers undeniably a most in- 
teresting spectacle. On leaving the maritime 
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cities, where all the conveniences of life have been 
carried to a hi^ degree of refinement, he sees them 
insensibly diminish, and civilization grov^ fainter 
and fainter, in proportion ashe advances westward. 

After having left splendid and prosperous 
cities, and travelled for some time, he arrives at 
regions where the footsteps of the first civi- 
lized settlers (if I may be allowed the expres- 
s^j^n) are yet imprinted on the soil. At length 
he finds himself in the depths of forests, until then 
visited only by Indianhunters, and among whom, 
at long intervals of space, he here and there re- 
cognizes colonists, but lately arrived with their 
families, who have no other dwellings than their 
wagons, and scarcely any other food than the 
salt provisions they brought with them. — 
Thus, in travelhng through tihe interior of the 
United States,in the course of a few weeks, you 
may ascend and descend the scale of civilization. 

The English character may be distinctly seen 
in all the customs of the inhabitants of that coun- 
try. iTie construction of their houses, their 
dress, food, and even amusements are the same 
as in England, excepting those stronger or weak- 
er shades of diiference, which local circumstan- 
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ces and the nahure of a goremiii^it pui^dy de- 
moeratiea], neceflsarily impress on, the character 
jsoid habits of the Nortib Am^cans. To these 
mdiiral affiniti^ we may add the identity of 
langus^ the influaoice of whidii is more felt 
than that of any other; a&d we may tiien easily 
understand, how the moral symfiathies lureyafl 
o¥er the politieal antipathies which exbt,in a 
^gnal di^ee, between RngJaud ai^ the United 
States* England is not generafly bdoved by the 
pec^le oi the United States; yet tlie English aie 
better recdred than any (^er fweigners, espe^ 
cially when they bring with tl^m the air a»d 
manner which characterize a ffxA eduodion. 
Among the shades of diffarence between the 
En^h and Aniierican maimers, the first which 
Strikes the eye is a comparatiye want of cleanli- 
ness in the latter. This ddlciaiey arises from 
various local causes. 

In the northern, middle and western states, 
where the influence of slavery is but faintly 
visible, the deamess of every species of labour 
afifecting aU domestic services, renders them 
sometimes insufficient for the maintainance of 
^eat cleanliness in the interior d[ the houses. 
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Wherever the law sanctions or e¥en tolerates 
i^Iavery^uncleanlmess is in some measure incm*^ 
aUe, because it is tihe inevitable result of that s6« 
cial disease. What traveller in passing through 
the American colonies, has not felt surprised at 
the diflFerence, in point of cleanliness, between 
those states in which slavery exists, and those in 
which it is abolished. It might be said that in 
tile former, the blacks who execute all domes- 
tic services, communicate their colour to every 
thing they toucb 

However, it is proper to observe, that the pre- 
ceding remarks apply particularly to inns, tav- 
erns and other public places which are mo«t apt 
to attract the notice of a traveller. For the dous- 
es of the better classes of society, not only in 
the maritime cities, but also in the interior of the 
country, exhitnt a degree of cleanliness which 
scarcely leaves any thing to be desired. 

In the eastern and in some parts of the mid- 
dle states, even the labouring classes are so re- 
markable for their cleanliness, that we should 
seek in vain for the same degree in more than 
one country of Europe. 
15 
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The daily dress of the Americans difiecs also 
£rom that of the Englii^ in being less neat The 
Americans are too much occupied with theif 
business, which, in consequence of the dearness 
of labour and the value of time, would be de- 
ranged by neglect, to permit them to devote the 
same degree of attention to the to^et as is cus- 
tomary in Ei^land. 

It is for the same reason that tttej do every 
thing in a hurry, even to eating their raeals^ 
which, under different names, they take font 
times a day. When Sunday conies to suspend 
the general bustle, tiie streets of the large cities 
imd public places, are filled with loungers, who 
pass their time in gazing at passengers, to whom 
they invariably communicate the ennui with 
which they themselves are oppressed. 

The rudiments of knowledge beii^ very g«i- 
erally diffused throughout the United States, it 
is not usual. to meet,.even in the labouring class^ 
with persons who are ignorant of reading, wrrit- 
ing and aridmietic. English travellers ac- 
knowledge that their language, as it is spoken by 
the generality of the inhabitants of the United 
States, is purer and more correct than in the 
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motiier country, where each proThiee, or in oth- 
er words county, differs firpm the rest by its pe- 
culiar dialect. But if after having made this 
MncessioUy we proceed to the examination of 
the state of the arts and sciences, at the first 
glance we discover, that as r^ards them, tiie 
country ki still far behind Eurc^. 

The prbe of labour and time concur in pro* 
ducing suck a result This assertion requires 
ex{danatton. We know that the population of 
the United States, since the period <tf their inde- 
pendence, has constantly increased in a propw- 
tion almost ui^xampled. But the extensilMi of 
their ttfritory has advanced in a still more rapid 
progre^soon^ to be convihced of which, it is on* . 
ly necessary to consult the map of the United 
States, such as they were in 1783, and after- 
wards that wUch has just been published for 
the use of schools. The first ^fect of so va»t 
an accession of territory, has been the dispersion 
of a number of men over an immense surfoce. 

A considerable amount of capitah^f course took 
the same direction, and its accumulation in the 
great maritime cities was retarded. 
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ployment of €a{H<Bl ill clearing new lands, m%hl 
be, after all, most favourahle to the future pros-" 
perity of the country; but on the other Imnd it 
limst be admitted, that such a state (tf things can 
but little promote the cultivation of ktteis, the 
fine arts, and all the other branches of learning 
which cmiatitute the intelkctual domain of man^ 

This dc^ee of civilization requires a class ol 
iadividiiaki who pofsess leisure and means fd 
suhsistenoeindepeB^itfyof laboui^and itisevt 
idfAt that such a class of pefscms must be yeijr 
smal^ {mA to »y that It h^ no existence) in a 
fHmntij, where agnmiltural industry, as is the 
qise fit Gm ki^ment, «i^^^ so ho^ a pcqiioqi 
fd tbe g^nprjd population. 

The mril legislatures of all the states of iim 
^mm di^wn tJ^ ri^^ts of pnmfigenitui^ and 
jm fiffscmM estates tail.* To proscribe such in- 
^tuti^ms m n mm owntry, immense in Ob ex- 
tff)^ and d0BEWCfatk»liy op^^tituted, is undoubtf 
cdly liisefteit H is iBC(wteiitibI«, thi^t the oon* 
iiDUfil »ibdhi£Jon id mi»tf» and their constant 

* See note R 
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diifeisi(Hi Qfvcr aTfistai^'ibinly jjopvdatedianito- 
vy^muat, by the diffisu)tie« atimlant da th^, op 
cffate ivejudtdaUjQii leuned institatums, when- 
ever a permaiuiitit leTanue n» tp be raised for their 

Neverth^ei^ it is an aetof justiee.whkdi ean- 
not he reft^ to tile vmvm govenunents oi the 
Amerieto Defederation, to deelave, that in eve- 
ry thing that caaceros the progress of knowldige, 
they m«Q^&$t aa ^puiation vriiich oannot be too 
highly piaised. The North Americans, sodivided 
amM^ &iaa«elT«; in then* politia^l opjoiaiu^ all 
imxim m t|ie neeassHy of encouraging puUic 
e^vuBJi^mt » <wa of tbe ii^ort powerful siqiporte 
«€ f ri^Hblicfto goii«»3unent in all the states 
of the union, public lands have beei\appn^iat' 
e^ t9 tlte snpnovt »f public schools,* and wher- 
ever popii^fttioii fod it9 q^nnd w«n^ have shown 
f |)^eces»|<y for f^ ^^^ ^ecies of instruct)Q|i» 
a^ i^ th^ ^isterp 9|)4 middle states, pi4>lic reve- 
nue ha^ beenbjnoughttothe as»st9Qpeof the«^ 
tabli^))pent gf |i|9lleges m^ ^l^Tet8ities,in whu^ 
ed^c^w emlH^toei ^ thQ br9a$he9 of humm 
l^Wll^dge. 

aMBote F. 
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Among tiie latter, the universitj of Cam* 
bridge in Massachusetts, Hartford and Tak in 
Connecticut, the univemties of New Ywk and 
Philadelphia, are jui^y entitled to the first rank 
by the celebrity of their professoi^ and the 
number of ryoung men wlwm Hiey have i^nt 
forth with an educatimi as extensive as solid. 

The number of colleges is much greater — 
eatxih state possesses at least tne, many two, 
or even more. As to the elementary schools, 
th^ are sicatt^^ over the whole surface of the 
United States,* andin traverskigHie westemstates, 
it is not unusual to meet with huts, where, for 
want of a better place, the clnldren of the neigh- 
bmirhood, are instructed in the Mt rudiments of 
science. . 

A high degree of intellectual cultivation ex- 
ists, among their distinguished lawjrers, physi« 
cians, ecclesiastics and merchants. It has given 
the first a preponderating influence in the con- 
duct of public afl^drs; and it may be asserted, 
without fear of contradiction, that the govern* 
ment of the United States is entirely in the 
hands of the lawyers; a consequence natural 
enough, and which could scarcely be otherwise 
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in a country where a talent for pfubHc speaking 
is inces^ntly in demand. 

In those states of the union, in which negrcr 
slavery is sancti(med by law, and where conse^ 
qoentiiy all labour is performed by that hetwo- 
geneous race, we flrequently find, among the op- 
ulent planters, men accomplished in education 
and manners^ We can account for ibis circum- 
stance by remarking, that^ese planters, reliev- 
ed by their slav^ from all the grosser details of 
rural and dom^tic ecoiK^my, have more leisure 
to devote to the study of the iKefiil and orna- 
mental sciences, than citizens of states in which 
slavery does not exist Beddes, they assoc^te 
among thenaselves exclusively, entirely separate 
from Ihe negroes, who, from this very fact, are 
assimilated to other domestic animals; although 
in Virginia, South Carolina, and some other 
states, the proportion of blacks amounts to one 
half of the population, and in Louisiana to even 
more. In this way, the rich living among them- 
selves, reciprocally improve each other in civili- 
zation; whilst elsewhere the whole population, 
or at least the great majority of it, being com- 
posed of free citizens, the relations between the 
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rich and poor are materially modifled'by a Hpsit 
of equality, and fjie continual tendency of proper- 
ty to sul>division. If this tendency exist like^ 
wi^ in i^tes tolerating slavery, at least proper- 
ty is retained in the same class; wMlst elsewhere ^ 
it is distributed throughout all rAnks of society. 
But this advantage enjoyed by the southern Rant- 
ers, is almost counterbalanced by the moral in- 
fluencie of slavery oVer those who profit by it:- 
It has been asserted in congre^ that slavery 
is favourable to liberty in a republic, by the 
striking contrast it constantly offers to t^e view 
of free citizens. Thus, said they, the degridatiim 
of the Helots fostered the ehthusiai^ love of lib- 
erty which formerly distinguished the dpartanis. 
Such reasoning is more specious than just 
The human race is endowed with moral and 
physical faculties vrhich are weakened and de- 
stroyed by the want of proper application and 
regular exercise. For, when to satisfy the wants 
and humours of one class of men, it is only re- 
quisite to perform a simple act of volition on 
the physical activity of another, it is certain that 
the former will more and more be attached to 
their own personal ease: at the same time it is 
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not less true that from time to time, they will 
contract habits of incidence and eflfeminacy, 
which will exert a penucious influence on their 
moral add physical faculties. 

This efiect, this influence is perceptible in 
all the states in which slavery obtains. And 
if, among the members of congress a considera- 
ble numberof those who represent the southern 
states are distinguished by a very great fluency 
of speech, and a certain elegance of manners, 
yet force of argument and extent of view, have 
more frequently characterized the members 
from states in which slavery is not allowed.* 

By a natural consequence of the subdivision of 
property, constantly taking place in the United 

*I must confess that I never could admire the organization of 
a republic like that of Sparta, (if indeed it ever was a republic,) 
where thirty thousand free citizens, required forty thousand 
slaves to perform the labours of their domestic economy. For 
it is a well estabUshed historical fact, that the free Spartans did 
not cultivate the earth, and that they abandoned to their Helots 
the mechanic arts and trades, such as they were in those barbarous 
times. And what did those devoted champions of liberty achieve! 
Incessantly engaged in murder and pillage, they waged a dead- 
ly war against their neighbours whom they rendered to sla- 
very, after having ravaged their lands and destroyed their dwell- 
ings. 

16 
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States, there are noW but very few hereditaiy 
estates, although we frequently meet with very 
con^derable acquired fortunes. This wfll be the 
case, as long as the population continues, as ftt 
jHresent, to bear so great a disproportion to the 
extent of ground it occupies; and this want of 1^^ 
reditary fortunes, can be perhaps attributed to 
no other cause, than the absence of a class of 
men, so common in Europe, called mm (^lek^ 
ure.* Too large a class of this description, would 
undoubtedly be inconvenient, but as long as it 
remains within proper bounds^ it can scarcely 
be otherwise than very useful, were it only hy 
tiie encouragement it affi>nls to the sciences and 
ine arts, and to other liberal pursuits whick 
tend to polish the manners and invest them with 
external grace. It is only among the pkuuters of 
3ie south, that we find persons of sufficient hir 
sure to be able to devote themselves to occupt- 
tions of their own choice. But this advantage 
is counterbalanced by the insalubrity of the 
climate, which compels the more opulent to tem- 
porary migration in the summer season; frraa 
which fact it happens, that their leisure is 

* See Appendix. 
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ei in journies, without any permanent advan- 
tage to polite literature, , 

The greater part of the inhabitants of the mar- 
itote towns, employ themselves wholly in their 
private business^ vrith, however, less apparent ac- 
tivity than in Europe, where labour is so minutely 
£Hibdivided. Among those who boast an accom- 
plidied education, or whom nature has endowed 
vrith intdlectual faculties of the higher wder, pro- 
found and varied knowledge is frequentiy met 
viTitfa. On this head we might cite some pro- 
fess(H^ atti^hed to dijSerent American univer- 
sities^ But it is very rare, if nottoss^impo^sible, 
to find tn the United States, savam ^ men of 
letters, whose lives are exclusively devoted to 
the cultivation of any particular branch of 
science. Thek labours would be coinpensated 
nei&er by pecuniary gain nm even reputation; 
for although it is vary common, and evai gen- 
eral in the United States, to read and write, the 
ordinary occupations of a majority of the in- 
habitants id both town and country, do not al- 
low them more leisure time than is required to 
run ov» the gazette of the day or some lit^*ary 
journal. Sundi^ is occupied in reading ]uous 
lH>oks. 
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Independently of tiie time allotted to labour^ 
a considerable j^rt of the day is consecrated to 
the conduct of public affairs. — This devotion of 
time and industry is one of the rigorous condi- 
tions belonging to republican institutions. With- 
out pretending to decide, whether it be an advan- 
tage or a disadvantage, we shall merely remark, 
that the Americans are incessaMy called upon to 
exerd^ their righte, as legislators, judges, jurois, 
br minister of the law. 

There are in the United States, in all the large 
dtiei^, literary societies, destined ncrt only to af- 
ford encotufagemeat to, but also to serve as the 
^pdsitories of the sciences ^md fine arts. Not- 
withstanding, the greater part of the members ei 
these associations do little, or absblutely nothing 
for thcm,^ They are like plants that languish 
frcHii being n^ected. Want of leisure is again 
the cause of tbdr being so little useful; for. air 
thbugh i\i(m vrho compete them are enlighten- 
ed amateurs of letters, they are almost exclusive- 
ly either riph merchants, lawyers much ei^- 
gedint}ieirpro£essi(mal duties, orpublicoffie»s. 

These voluntiury associations for the promo- 
tion of the fine arts are in a state of extreme 
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teeakn6ss, arising from ihe want of encourage- 
ment, of which, they at this moment stand in need. 
There is scarcely a single American sculptor of 
any reputation. The Americans are not de- 
ficient in painters and especially in limners, hut 
unfortunately the state of things in that country 
ohliges them to regard painting in no other light 
than as a lucrative trade, and not as an art which 
has conferred great fame on all those who have 
cultivated it with success. 

Nor is architecture, considered as a hranch of 
the fine arts, more conspicuous in their public 
edifices. It usually wears a sorry and tasteless 
appearance. Sometimes you see a light wooden 
steeple surmounting a very heavy brick building; 
sometimes a portico in the grecian style, also of 
wood, stuck against the side of a massive build- 
ing. 

Mr. Jefibrson, formerly president of the Uni- 
ted States, says somewhere in his Notes on Vir- 
gima, that the genius of architecture has pro- 
noimeed hiamalediction on that country. This 
may certainly appear extravagant to all who 
Imve seen the bank of Pennsylvania in Fhila- 
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delplua, and the capitol of Richmond in Virgi- 
nia. 

The fi&ct is, that their public edifices univer-* 
sally suffer from a mistaken economy- The 
Americans, however, cannot be reproached with 
ayarice as a trait of their character, for they of- 
tener run to ^the opposite extreme. But it is 
certain that they have manifested great parsimo* 
ny in the employment of their puUk funds; and 
this virtue, (for it is one there,) seems to be t 
natural consequence of thdr democratical insti- 
tutions. 

In ^[^eaking of the state of the sciences in the 
United States, justice requires tiliat weshould not 
lose sight of the principal circumstance, whkh 
seems to have impeded the progress of ind^ 
nous literature. l%is is no c^her tlum the iden- 
tity of their language with that of England. 
At iht period of their national independence, 
die En^isdi language was already rich in mod- 
els of every kind. Consequently, it would have 
*been very difficult for the Americans to have 
opened a new road in the domain of literature. 
To this day, the same identity of language, does 
not allow them to create a national literature; 
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and thus, all the efforts cif genius are, in some 
measure, restricted to an imitation of foreign 
models. 

The Americans are generally very hospitable; 
^and notwithstanding the high opinion they en- 
terbun of themselres, receive strangers with ea- 
gerness and cordiality, without examining too 
scrupulously the letters of recommendation 
presented to Ihem. In the cities, hospitality k 
manifested by frequent invitatkms to dinner and 
evening paities, which often pare the way for a 
strangar, to a miich more permanent acquain-^ 
tance. But where yon pay a viwt to Americans 
residing on their estates in the interior of the 
country, the hosjHtality, which they extend to 
you,caaties with it an air of fii^ankness and benev- 
olence quite patriarchal; and the traveller is sure 
to i^ease his host, by behaving towards him 
with unafl^ted civility, and by humouring Ms 
eager curiosity. 

Regarded in their domestic relatk>ns, the Amer- 
iesms generally a^^ear good heads of families, 
aittadied to their wives and children, and very 
much devoted to their society. But the relation 
between parent and child seems to preserve its 
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natural strength only until the latter has attain- 
ed the age of puberty. This observation is partic- 
ularly applicable to males. They usually qmt 
the paternal roof at fifteen years of age, for the 
purpose of prosecuting their studies in some col- 
lege, from which they go to an university, to 
comidete them. When returned from it, wifli 
or without an academicj degree, ^the young men 
immediately turn their attention to the choice of 
a profession, and launch into the world to make 
their fortune, often vdth means furnished by 
their families, and o^tener with notMng more 
than a paternal benediction and the brilliant 
dreams of a youthful imagination. 

It does not unfrequently happen that, after 
this first separation, the parents never see their 
children again; especially when the latter seek 
an establishment in the western states, or aban- 
don themselves to the dangers of a maritime life. 

Women in the United States enjoy a reputa- 
tion for morality, which the most violent dejEson- 
ers of that country have never dared assail. 
They assiduously fulfil the duties of vnves and 
mothers. Their deportment is modest, decent 
and very reserved. Petitions for divorce are not 
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Goinpatibilitf of temper, and are rery seldom oil 
aetount of adultery. 

It c^not, however, Ite denied, that in matf- 
time cities, and even in the metropolis, libertine' 
ism is Gloried to a great length hy the young 
men. But the care that is taken to conceal it 
tfAd^ ilfe vt^ of mystery, bears sufficient testi- 
idony to tfefe fact, thiat this species of irrc^larity 
tetaa a contrast td^the morals of the country. 
WitMn a' few ytSOTs otaly, those meatjenaiy dig-* 
pensers of debauchery, who swarm m the large 
towM<tf £ia«pe, have here made tSieir appear- 
ittice in places of public rcSsort; and &e time is» 
krt^lditely past, when prostit^es were obliged to 
faidfe themselt^ firom public view, and dated 
not- expose th^ iiiCBum)us profession in the 
streets, for fear cf' being hooted at and grossly 
instdted. But it must be confessed, that this 
horror of incontinence has already undergone 
some change, ati^ the aspect of the cities of 
America, is not always, in this particular, very 
favorable to good morals. 

The beauty of the women of the United States, 
is generally acknowledged* But it is of so fradll 
17 
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and transi^at a character, that a sentiment of 
compassion immediately mingles itself with the 
pleasure you experience in beholding the youa^ 
and numerous American beauties, who assemble 
t(^ther in their evening entertainmeni^. You 
involuntaiily compare them tQ d«lkate floweis 
that wither befwe tl^ sh^test breath of a nortb-^ 
era wind. The frequent diang^ in the tempe- 
rature of the air which distii^ish the climate 
of the United States, exert a iatal influence on 
the health of the inhabitants and the beauty tf 
the women* 

The Ajig^Amerkanshyve beenaceuseilaf 
anexcessiw and^ven a^di^iekiog deg^ of i^tion^ 
al vanity. To ^ certain extent, this r^i^aaieh 
niay be well founded; lor it canned be denied, 
that they, are not v^ry spimof^ in the praises 
they bestpw upon theniselves qo every oecadon. 
But on the other ^nd, whare is the nation with- 
oi^t vanity? Besides, this national vanity shows 
itself so often in the United States, because there 
are there more numerous opportunities for its dis- 
play, than in any other country. It is inherent 
in the nature of a republican government, based 
onthesovereigntyof the people. Who does not 
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know that of all sovereigns, the soverdgn people 
is most avaricious of praise; and as tfieir suffrage? 
sffe indispensible to the election either of a su- 
preme magistrate, an inspector of a market, and 
even of an officer of a regiment of militia, it 
follows, that the ambition of the one and avarice 
of others, singing in chorus, the praises of the sov- 
reign people, have finished hy reducing the per- 
petual adulation addressed to them, in the speech- 
es of their orators, and the columns of their ga- 
zettes, to the simple formula which declares, that 
the American nation is the most enlightened 
and virtuous on earth. TThis assertion may be 
even found in the annual messages of the presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The vanity of which we speak certainly ex- 
ists in an equal degree, in other countries; but 
it is diflferently and less frequently exhibited, 
because elections of every kind and political 
meetings are either of more rare occurrence or 
have no existence at all. 
^ The Americans are in general religious. This 
assertion is more applicable to the inhabitants of 
the northern and middle states, than to those of 
the other parts of the Union; for, it is notorious 
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that in the isouthem and w^tern states, aa aliK)- 
lute indifierence^ in regard to religious niattei% 
is quite ccmunon*^ Sunday and other great 
feaste, which are very rare with theniiare stridr 
}y obserred byjtbe Americans. An acquaint- 
pnce with, or to speak ^lore correoily, the read* 
ing ol the holy ^riptures, is vt^ general if) the 
United St^rtes, eyen among the labouru^ chesses. 
But th^ QonditioQ of the clergy is far from eor 
viable* They are subjected to the influence of 
republipan forms, and li^e the rest of the citi- 
zens, compelled to g^ through the <»rdeal of elee- 
tioQ. In the greater pwtion of the United 
States the patrochial duties of the churches are 
performed by ecclesiastics, whom the coigrega- 
tion, at whose e^qpense the chur«h has been bmlt, 
choose from among ttie candidal presented to 
^em. They receive a flxed salary, aid thcor 
perquisites amount to yery little. A situation sq 
precarious jis calculated, neither to ezcite emula- 
tion among in4ividuals devoted to an ecclesaasti^ 
callife, nor to induce young scholars to stu^y tiie- 

*Newrthol^a per^one worthy of credit, waeme ne, that with- 
in some years past, religious sentiments confompAbJe to (he 
christian doctrine, h^Te gained ground ii}> Virginia and in other 
90fi^hefvi Jtftt^s. : ' 
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ologyeal seieroe j^nt^foundly. Hence pulpit ora- 
tory has not yet shone very bristly m the Uni- 
ted States. Scarcely can we name any Amer- 
ican divines who have acquired much reputa- 
tion by their ekiquenco or writings; and the few 
fliat mi^t be adcluced, are to be found in Massa- 
diusetts and Connecticut, where flie spirit of 
rdigion most'prevaik. 

The same spirit of investigation and control, 
which presodes over the political institutions of 
the United States, would likewise make rdigious 
creeds rabordinate to human reascm. Tdera* 
tion is there without restrictik>n. Every species 
of worship is free, and none provided for by the 
state. Thence results the multiplication of sects 
to such a d^ee, that it would be difficult to 
enumerate Ihem. Having no cause of mutual 
jealousy, they live in peace with each other, or 
at most, wage a war of the pen, which does not 
produce the least sensation in the public mind. 

Contrary to the exclusive spirit which ani- 
mates their European brethren, the Roman Cath- 
olics of the United States have willingly acced- 
ed to this system of absolute toleration. 
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There are also in the United l^tes, commu- 
nities of Jews, although inconsiderable in num- 
ber; and it will without doij^t appear strange, 
that the Jews, ][mrtici{mting in all the rights of 
American citizens, live among themselves with- 
out the least intermixture wiih the christians. 
Some exceptions might be cited, but they are 
veiy rare, and tl^ quotation of them would only 
prove the fact. 

Of all the religious denominations comp^ 
sing the peculation of the United States, the so- 
ciety of friends, so justly celebrated under the 
title of Qm^iers^ is most distinguished by the love 
of orderand charity amongits members. To the 
divine principle of universal benevolence, which 
constitutes the true spirit of Christianity and 
which they put into practice, is owing the good 
state of prisons, hospitals and schools; and indeed 
all the efforts which have been made to civilize 
the Indians. 

The Methodists^ another very numerous sect, 
are remarkable by their zeal for the propagation 
of the christian faith among the Indians and 
negro slaves. But the sect of Vhitarians^ or 
followers of Dr. Priestly, augments most rapidly 
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at tbJe tkne. This phenomeiioii is cmioiis, and <^.<^ ^^^ ^" 
we may well lie astonished that it can obtain in ^^ '] 
a country, where human reason is so jealous of 
its prerogatives. iPor, the doctrine of the Uni- 
taridn$ or Anti-Trinitarians, is a mis^nre of faifli 
and phMosophieal skepticism difficult to be re-^ 
conciled. They admit tiiie Bible as the founda^- 
tion of their belief, and then declare that it is nn*^ 
intelligible to human reason and oppoi^ to it 
They acknowledge the diTine mission of Jesus 
Christ, and yi^ d^^ny the divinity of Ins nature* 

It is prop^ nevertheless to stale, thatthis sect 
countfii among its adherents, a great munbel* of 
individuals, who do honcnr to the humsm species 
by their exalted virtues and the good ejoiinple 
they offer to thdr fallow citizen^. 

The writings of Thomas Pafhe having had 
a very extensive circulation in that country, 
have not failed to disseminate deism. But the 
deists, although tiiey have nothing to fSear from 
the laws, have not yet dared to organize them- 
selves into a religious conununity or to open a. 
temple of worship. 

. In a word, what is ihe presenistate of society 
in the United States? A civilized population, but 
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ipltesd over an inimeiifiie HM i^ll new ietti^ihfj 
All is in motion and rapidly advances towards a 
bett» order of tfak^. Bnt this motion, in cm^ 
seqnenee of the very great disparity betii^^ 
tile exteirt of territory, and the pc^idation, is 
rather phyi^cal than mtml. Human ii^histrf 
there seemi» absorbed in the d^ire of wealth; 
and tiiey do not Ihiidc as yet ol enjoying thdnr 
acqiiisiti0iis. 

Those who sedc^ bnt f or an eas)^ and tmnqoi 
exfi^nce, without bemg dependant on any mm^ 
tiiose wlic»e situaljon wonld induce fhem to 
^^d^teaw from nmne^ted q>presi^n; ^ose, ifir 
fine, who only ai^iKtatibefiaeratiTe empli^ 
mCTt of their physdcal foroe, with goj^ conduct 
and sobriety, may easify realize jdl thdr hopes^ in 
file United! States, 

£t is, above aB, the. coun^ for those who are 

unfortunate and yet possess meansof subsistence^ 

or for men \intiioutf forttme but labc^ous and 

temperate. Much time must yet eliqise before 

tills country becomes &e sanctuary of the sei* 

ences, the fine arts and those inteilectual enjoys 

ments which fornix tin charm of society. ^ 

/ 
i 
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Foreigners who have made a long stay in the 
United States remark, that Europeans who vis- 
ited them, either through curiosity or belonging 
to some public mission, rarely become attached 
to the country, but are for the greater part im^ 
patient to leave it. Is this the fault of the Amer- 
icans or of the strangers? It is probable that 
both are to blame. If, as they have been ac- 
t^iised, the Americans are conceited and selfish, 
on examim'ng the matter more closely, we shall 
perhaps find, that the Europeans on their part^ 
exact too much. 

In terminating this sketch, we admonish the 
reader not to expect to find a portrait of the Uni- 
ted States resembling the original in all its de- 
tails. Such a task would require considerable 
time for the collection of materials, as well as 
that philosophical quickness of perception, be- 
stowed by nature on her favorites alone. The 
author is satisfied with uniting in this compo- 
sition, the characteristic traits of a country in- 
teresting in many respects, and little known to 
Europe. He is not sure of having been always 
accurate, but he has endeavoured to be impar* 
tial; and hopes that the Americans will not re- 
proach him with voluntary error^ 
18 
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NOTE A. PAGE 9. 

This charter was granted by Charles the se- 
cond, in the fourteenth year of his rei^, and it 
remains unchanged, except the alterations ne- 
cessary to make the judicial processes and the 
oaths of office and allegiance conformable to the 
principles of the revolution. The constitution of 
Rhode Island is one of those, in which, as the 
author observes, the democratic ingredient seems 
most to prevail, and is a striking illustration of 
his remarks, that our contest with England was 
more for political freedom than civil rights. It 
was for both, indeed; for a surrender of the 
former, would have endangered the latter. 

NOTE B. PAGE 14. 

At the time of the compilation of his wor^ 
Mr. Seybert was a member of congress from 
Pennsylvania, and fully availed himself of the 
ample means in his power of rendering it au- 
thentic and complete. 
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NOTE C. PAGE 36. 



The existence of slavery among us, is to b^ at- 
tributed to the British government, and not to 
us. The colonies, virhich now compose this na- 
tion, remonstrated against its introduction; but 
it was insisted on in Europe, becauste it was be- 
lieved that the mother country would profit by 
the labours of the blacks. 

By their great increase, and large infusion in- 
to the mass of society in some of the states of 
this confederacy, our situation has become full 
of difficulty and peril. Every man among u» 
that reflects, is alive to the importance and deli- 
cacy of the subject. The injurious tendency of 
slavery, so visible in the South, — its inhumani- 
ty, — its contradiction of our ackrfowledged prin- 
ciples and boasted institutions, — ^the danger of 
oppressing a mass of hum^ creatures, becoming^ 
every day more enlightened and consequently 
more powerful, restless and resentful, — ^are better 
understood and more properly felt in this^ than 
they can be in any other country. 

A thousand schemes have been devised of 
amelioration and relief. But the great diversity 
of opinion has been injurious, as it always is, to 
the successful prosecution of any. Many of the 
projects, inadequate perhaps to their object, 
were twharted by the opposition of liberal and 
phiknthrophic pew)ns; and others, more feasi- 
ble, by the selfish, timid, narrow minded and jeal- 
ous. Public opinion is manifestly in favour of 
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fhe adoption of some plan; and certainly an im-^ 
perfect one, is better than none at all. 

The idea of manumission, however gradual, is 
justly rejected. Free blacks are a greater nuis- 
ance than even slaves thejnselves. As long as 
they remain, they should beheld in bondage; for 
they can never amalgamate with us, nor be ad- 
mitted to the privileges of citizens, but must be 
for ever a subordinate and degraded cast. Such 
a mockery of freedom would be worse than sla- 
very: it would not morp contribute to their hap- 
piness, and yet endanger ours. 

Brilliant hopes were, for a short time, inspired 
by an invitation to our free blacks from the gov- 
ernment of Hayti: but they have been utterly 
disappointed. The reservoir itself would have 
been too small to contain them all, even if it 
had not been prematurely closed, by the prejudi- 
ces of the Haytiens and the caprice and arbitra- 
ry character of their rulers. A great number of 
the North American blacks, who took refuge 
there, have returned to ourshores. They found 
a foreign language, a disordered and ignorant so- 
ciety, intolerant notions of religion, and a, despo- 
tic government. 

It is now generally admitted, that if we wish 
to remove our coloured population, we must pro- 
vide them with a home and country, where tiiey 
may speak their native tongue, enjoy under 
our protection the republican institutions they 
have learnt from us to appreciate, and be a homo 
genious uation. 
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Some id their zealous and even enlightei]^ ad^^ 
vocates, have recommended, that they should he 
conveyed (as rapidly as they may he emancipa- 
ted in the natural course of things,) to the north 
west coast of America, and there established as 
an independent people. This project, which does 
not effectually separate them from us, and is the 
most laborious and expensive, has iK)thing to re- 
conmiend it hut the sincerity and zeal in which 
it was conceived, and which were determined to 
manifest themselves in so holy a cause, by form- 
ing some design for its promotion. 

The only plausible scheme that has yet been 
devised, is the removal of the blacks to Africa. 
It is supported by a vast majority of those who 
have turned their attention to the subject, and 
has met the approbation of some of our wisest 
and most distinguished statesmen. A territory 
has already been there provided, for their recep- 
tion, by the American colonization society; ai^ 
the colony, though unfortunate in its infancy, 
like all settlements in new and unknown coun- 
tries, has since enjoyed a more prosperous exist- 
ence than any of the early and similar estab- 
lishments on the coast of America. This terri- 
tory, called the Montserado, was purchased from 
the native tribes in December of 1821, and has 
since been furnished with inhabitants, occasion- 
ally and at irregular periods, at the expense of 
the society. The population now amounts to 
about four hundred. — If the means at the com- 
mand of the society were greater, emigration 
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wauld be regular and rapid; for tiie blacks man* 
ifest a decided preference and strong inclination 
for that course. Wh^i the society of Friends, of 
North Carolina, came to a determination recent- 
ly of manumitting all their slaves, and gave them 
the choke of the place to which they would be 
conveyed, at least two thirds selected Africa. 
Most of the othars preferred Hayti; and a few, 
the non^aveholding states of the west. But 
little, however, can be effected by a revenue of 
only t^i thousand dollars, deriv^ from the vd- 
untary fluctuating and uncertain contributions 
of charitable individuals and societies. Nothing, 
indeed^ can be done by means so sdender, but to 
lay the foundation of a colony, and from the 
practicability of the scheme. 

This has been amply done; and the projee* 
tors and promoters of tl^ work look f<^ its comt^ 
pletion tx> the general government or the states. 
The former may be deterred, by iJbse morbid- 
ness on this subject of the southern members of 
tile union, from lending its assistance further 
than hitiierto; that is, ihm, maintaining a vessel 
of war on thecoast of Africa, for the suj^^ession 
of the slave-trade, and fostering the village it 
has establisdied for the receptkm of recaptured 
.Airicans. But it is highly probal^, that mzD^ 
of the latter vrill give it their effectual support. 

It is ascheme of the moi^ national and ^!an- 
tiiropicdttracter. Itcomprises every kind of duu*- 
ity, the most permanent and enlai^d. The ad- 
vantages to OS are obvkiEsj to huiaanityi not less 
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so; to the blacks, equally; to Africa, immense* 
We rid ourselves of a deadly and growing evil 
and foul reproach, and open a wider field for the 
increase and industry of our fellow-citizens. We 
provide a home for the colored man, where he 
may enjoy the happiness and freedom that Pro- 
Tidence has granted us. We plant the banners 
of civilization and the gospel on the shore of Afri- 
ca; whence they may effect their mild and grad- 
ual conquest of the entire continent, and com- 
pensate it for the miseries heretofore inflicted. 

Whether the colored population of the whole 
United States can be removed, by any plan what- 
soever, we shall nat decide. We are not san- 
guine enough to expect or hope it. In flie south- 
em states they are, from the nature of the soil 
and climate, infinitely more valuable than else- 
where, more numerous, more closely interwov- 
en into the texture of society, and more difficult 
therefore to remove by gradual and natural caus- 
es. The people of those states seem to cling to 
slavery as the pillar of their wealth and indepen- 
dence; and it is too much to be feared j that if any 
measures, however moderate and proper, relative 
to that subject, be brought before the national 
legislatiu*e, they will offer an opposition propor- 
tioned to what they suppose to be their interest 
in the question. 

But, fortunately, the condition of the middle, 
western and more northern states is very differ- 
ent In Virginia, Maryland, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, and perhaps North Carolina, 
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where the climate is more salubrious, the slaves^ 
less numerous and more enlightened, the white 
population more vigorous and pressing upon the 
blacks, t'eady to fill the vacuum to be created bjr 
their removal — ^where the interests of society arfe 
not blended with that baneful institution, but pre- 
judice is against it — ^there, we may hope with- 
out being accused of too much enlhusiasm, that 
the scheme of gradual emancipation and remo- 
val, and trani^rtation to the coast of Africa, or 
elsewhere, vnll have its full and l^ppiest effect 
It must necessarily be slow at first* But every 
successive wave of emigration will deepen tite 
channel. Such wasAhecase, in the peopling of this 
continent. A few straggling vessels, a few tim- 
id adventurers, laid the foundations of this na-* 
tion, after repeated and fruitless attempts, and 
opened the reservoir into which, for centuries, 
have been pouring the oppressed and enterpriz- 
ing inhabitants of Europe^ Such will be the 
case with Africa. Emi^ation will not be sup- 
plied^ as from Europe hither, from all the or- 
ders of society, draining off a surplus that was 
not missed: but will be confined to a single clsu% 
and colour, whose situation and affinity must im- 
pel them to go. It will not be checked, as it 
was in Europe, by statutes and penalties; bute^ 
couraged by the laws, promoted by the nature 
of things, and accelerated by the elastic pressure 
of a different and better species of peculation. 
It k not too bold to assert, that at this moment, 
thousffiibds of slaves are held in bondage, in, those 
19 
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gtAtesj itterely from the impolicy of mamtmis- 
sion; and that an outlet is eagerly sought, 
thi^ugh which they may be poured. That 
they themselves are willing to go, is proved by 
the fact, that in less than a year, and notwith- 
standing the predictions of the wise, six thou- 
sand voluntarily embarked fcM* Hayti. If their 
expedition had been successful, and they had 
not been so cruelly disappointed, thousands^would 
have followed them, and a continual stream been 
kept up, until the island was full or this country 
exhausted. It is in the very nature of thil^gs, 
tiiat people situated as they are, should ardentiiy 
embrace a scheme so calculate for their welfare* 



NOTE D. PAGE 37. 

The constitution itself provides for the adnris^ 
sion of new states into the confederacy, in the 
following words: '^New states may be admitted 
by congress into this union." 

Under this authority, congress direct the time 
and manner of such admissions. But the con- 
ciseness of the phrase in which the power is con- 
ferredj and the use of the word '^ay," which 
implies or seems tp imply an unlimited discretion, 
jfeave occasioned a great variety of opinion on the 
extent to which the power may be exercised. 

Some persons contend that congress have not 
the right of refusing admittance to a territory, af- 
ter it has attained a certain population. How- 
ever, it eyidentjy rests with congress to determine 
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what that population shall he. And yet it lyottld 
certainly he contrary to the spirit of our institu- 
tions, to hold B, territory for eyer in vassallage, or 
dehar it, even for a short time after it has grown 
to a suitable importance, fcom those rights and 
privil^es, for which we ourselves so ohstinate- 
ly struggled. 

It has also been a matter of much dispute, 
whether Congress may impose upon a territo- 
ry applying for admission, any condition that 
they please. This objection almost resolves it- 
self into the fcwrmer^ Theprevailiug sentiment, 
(formed during the discussi(m of &e Missouri 
question,) seems tp he, that CoQgress do possess 
tiie right; although it may be sometimes high- 
ly ine^tpedient to enforce it. The only limit 
to their power would appear to m to pe, that 
the condition should be compat^Ue with ^§ re- 
publican form of government The time may 
come, when that power of rejection will be a 
protecting bulwark, to repress the exorbitant exr 
tension of our territory and shield us from iq^ 
trusiojj. 



NOTE 6. PAGE 44, 

The Post-oflSce miay almost be said to have 
become a separate department. Ithasgrpivn 
to be one of ttie most Important ra^ifit^tions pf 
our internal policy; extending over the whole 
^e pf tlie country, carrying inforioation not 
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only of domestic but of foi^eign events f o the 
doc»* of every citizen, and bringing the remotest 
regions to be neighbouring districts. It may 
well be said to be the band, that is wound aroui^ 
tlie fasces of our Union; for without it, a i*epub- 
Kcan government could not be wielded over 
such an extent of surface and variety of afi&irs. 
If we enumerate the post-masters, clerks^ con- 
tractors, drivers, and all the other persons ne- 
cessary to such an establishment, we shall find 
perhaps that there are more under the immedi- 
ate and indirect control of the Post Master Gen- 
eral, than under any other branch of the gov- 
ernment; and we may then ibrm some idea of 
the power and importance of the station. In- 
deed, the only respect in which the Post Mas- 
ter General can be said to be subordinate to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, is, that he renders 
through him to Congress, a quarterly account 
of the expenditure and profits of the establish- 
ment. These seemed to come properly within 
the province of the financial deparfanent. But 
in every thing else. Congress communicate with 
the Post Master General directly, and as wifli 
the chief of a separate department; as may be 
observed in the laws establishing new post-oflfi- 
ces or post-roads, and building bridges, &c. for 
the convenient transportation and safety of the 
mail. 
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NOTE 6. PAGE 46. 



^ 




The learned author has expressed himself 
vaguely, in saying that the President is "con- 
jointly with the Senate, commander in chief/' 
He is, alone, commander in chief of the army 
and navy. He appoints all officers by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate; but he 
may dismiss them at pleasure from the service. 
This, however, is seldom or never done, wdthout 
the intervention of a court-martial. As it is a 
power which appears to subserve no useful pur- 
pose, and maybe converted by daring and ambi- 
tious men to the perpetration of the worst de- 
signs, it is highly probable that the bill now 
before congress, for suppressing it, will become 
a part of the constitution. 

NOTE 7, PAGE 54. 

The attempts which several times were made 
to abolish the military academy, have entirely 
failed; and that institution, so admirably suited 
to our wants and our form of government, has 
become one of the favourites of the nation. It 
has also essentially improved, both in a literary 
point of view and in its internal organization. — 
The slight disturbances which once took place 
at West Point, and which the distinguished au- 
thor views in so serious a light, were entirely 
accidental, and are not likely to occur again: 
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and the useful operation of that school, in fur- 
nishing not only our regular army, hut our mili- 
tia too, with accomplished ofl&cers, has woven it 
permanently into our political institutions. In- 
deed, it is rather a part of the militia, than of 
the regular army; of the civil, than the military 
organization of the country. In the inception 
of a great system of internal improvements, we 
have already derived essential service, from the 
lahours of gentlemen educated at the academy. 

As civil and topographical engineers, they are 
now exploring every part of our vast couiltry, 
that the smallness of tiieir number will permit 
them to reach; audit is difficult to tell, whence 
we could derive a sufficient body of scienti^ 
engineers, as the work progresses, but from the 
bosom of such an institution. TTieir education 
and pursuits enable them, certainly, to provide 
at once for the commercial intercourse and mil- 
itary defence of the nation, better than persons 
solely devoted to either enquiry. 

The number of cadets is about two hundred 
and fifty-one; and they are from the different 
states, nearly in proportion to their respective 
representation in congress. From Maine, there 
are seven; from New-Hampshire, seven; Mas^ 
sachusetts, fifteen; Rhode-Island, two; Connec- 
ticut, six; Vermont, nine; New- York, thirty-five; 
New-Jersey, seven; Pennsylvania, twenty-nine; 
Delaware, two; Maryland, ten; Virginia, twen- 
ty-four; North (Carolina, thirteen; South Caro- 
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Una, twelve; Georgia, eight; Kentucky^ four- 
teen; Tennessee, eleven; Ohio, twelve; Louis- 
iana, four; Indiana, five; Missouri, four; Alaba^ 
ina, five; Mississippi, two; Illinois, two;' Michi- 
gan, two; Florida, two; District of Columbia, 
two. 



NOTE 8. PAGE 5^. 

It is scarcely necessary to remark, that our na- 
vy has been considerably strengthened since that 
period, not only by the addition of several ships of 
the largest class, and many frigates and sloops 
of war^ but also by the improvement of our na- 
val stations, the increased facility of obtaining 
materials, in consequence of internal improve- 
ments the fortification of our harbours and rivers, 
and, above all, the growing public sentiment in 
its favour/ 



NOTE &. PAGE 68. 

It cannot be denied, that many of our naval 
officers are better acquainted witii the practical 
than the scientific part of their profession. This 
deficiency has been remedied, in some degree,^ 
by the stricter examination now required for 
promotion, and it will be entirely removed by 
a well conducted naval academy* The gallant- 
ry of our officers has heretofore blinded us to any 
imperfections; but the nation is now convinced 



^ 
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that something is wanting, and seem determin- 
ed to supply it. 

NOTE 10. PAGE 65. 

To this vagueness of the constitution, we owe 
some of the greatest and most wholesome pow- 
ers of the general government. For instance, 
the right of establishing a national bank, of 
founding naval and military colleges, of making 
roads and canals, is an implied or constructive 
power. It is a vagueness indispensible in a 
forni of government like ours; to clothe the re- 
presentatives of the people with authority neces- 
sary to their usefulness, and adapt our institutions 
to the growth and prosperity of the country. 
The danger of its admitting of too unlimited an 
interpretation, is obviated by the jealous watch- 
fulness of the state governments, and the juris- 
diction of the supreme court. 

The time no doubt will cp9ie, when all the 
disputed points of the constitution will have 
been decided. Its framers will then be applaud- 
ed for their wisdom, in not making it immuta* 
ble,and binding it tightly around the body politfe, 
so as to impede and cramp its motions, but leat- 
ing it an easy flowing garment, that might adorn 
tod adapt itself to every size and posture. 

In a government like ours, a confederacy of 
active, enlightened and independent states, with 
conflicting views, and sometimes interests, it is 
easier to put a proper restraint on vague and un* 
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defined powers, than to give them an energy, 
however useful and necessary, beyond the ex- 
press provisions of the instrument that confers 
tibem. 



NOTEU. PAGE 76. 

We are not aware that, in any state, the mur- 
der of a slave is not punishable by death. His 
testimony is, of course, and properly, rejected; 
for it is utterly impossible, from the influence 
exerted over him and his condition, that he 
should be an impartial and credible witness. 

It must, however, be acknowledged, that some 
juries, (from prejudice, we presume,) but too 
reluctantly avenge the injuries of that unfortu- 
nate race. ^ 

NOTE 12. PAGE 76. 

The greatest dififerenee between the adminis- 
tration of justice in this country and in England, 
consists in the political jurisdiction of Ibe su- 
preme court. That august tribunal is, perhaps, 
peculiar in that respect. 

NOTE 13. PAGE 81. 

By a "local court of original jurisdiction," the 
acute and distinguished author means, we pre- 
sume, the district court; from which appeals 
20 
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are had to the circuit court He is in error, 
however, in calling it a "local court," as it is one 
of the courts of the United Sates. A "local 
court," as we should understand it, would signi- 
fy a state court. 

NOTE 14. PAGE 102. 

Nothing can he added to the concise hut lu- 
minous views here taken, of the penitentiary 
system of tiie United States. The causes t» 
which he justly attributes, the faUure of many 
specious and alluring schemes of philanthropy 
in the organization of prisons, have begun to he 
understood and obviated. "The want of apro- 
per classification of culprits," will be remedied 
by separation and a|||tary confinement "The 
luxury of charity, with which prisoners are pro- 
vided for," will be corrected by experience of 
its bad eflfects. And the "abuse of the pardon- 
ing power," will be restrained by the good sense 
of executive officers, or by an all-powerful pub- 
lic opinion. 

Solitary confinement of those who have com- 
mitted the more heinous offences, and classi&:ar 
tion of the rest, according to their ages, sexes 
and the nature and degree of their guilt, may 
still be rendered compatible with industry, 
economy and gentleness within the prison walls. 
The experiment cannot be said to have been 
yet fully tried; and the failures and obstacles 
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heretofore encountered, must be attributed not 
so mueh to the system itself, as to the extreme 
difficulty of its practical application. That dif- 
ficulty \dllsoon be almost entirely removed, by 
the two penitentiaries now erecting in Penn- 
sylvania, on the new plan; and the system will 
then receive a fair and final trial. If it should 
still prove defective, (though reason seems to 
recommend it, as weU as benevolence,) atten- 
tion will be turned to some other scheme; and 
certainly the enlightened and enquiring spirit 
that pervades the country on that subject, must 
ultimately lead to the disicovery and adoption of 
the best. 

NOTE E. PAGE 116. 

AMhough estates tail are not positively pro- 
hibited by law, yet they can scarcely be said to 
exist, for they can be destroyed by a simple con- 
veyance in fee. In England, they resort for the 
same purpose to intricate and antiquated forms; 
such as fine and common recovery. 

NOTE F. PAGE 117. 

The system of public schools may be justly 
considered, as a necessary part of our republi- 
can institutions; for where the people are self- 
governed, they should be enlightened. 

This idea prevails pretty generally throughout 
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the United States, and is daily, by experience, 
becoming stronger. In those states, in which 
no system of public schools has been yet adopted 
and no funds appropriated to the object, a wise- 
erand more liberal spirit is beginning toreigQ. 
In Maryland, or at least in the city of Baltimore, 
we are about adopting a plan worthy of our 
prosperity and resources. 

In some of the states, very large funds are set 
apart for public education. New England is 
particularly distinguished in that respect. Thean- 
nual expenditure for that object in Boston alone, 
is seventy thousand dollars; and the advantages 
and beauty of the system are there most strong* 
ly exemplified. The school fund in Connecti- 
cut, amounts to two million, seven hundred and 
sixty-four thousand, three hundred and sixty* 
nine dollars, and yields an annual revenue of 
one hundred and five thousand, eight hundred 
and sixty-two dollars. 

Pennsylvania also adopted, in 1819, the New 
England system of public schools. The estab- 
lishment, though yet in its infancy, promises, 
from the wealth and populousness of tiiat state, 
to be one of the most extensive and complete- 
Up to 1824, ten thousand, eight hundred and 
nine children had been admitted into the pub- 
lic schools, and in that year nearly three thou- 
sancj more ivere .added. 

Virginia, too, h^s devoted s^ver^ millions of 
doU;^ jto the institutjop of schools and a univer** 
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sity. Perhaps, in the present state of literattire 
there, she might have hetter omitted the latter, 
which has formidable rivals and substitutes in 
other places, and applied the immense sums it 
cost to a more complete extention of primary 
schools, whose absense cannot be supplied. The 
rich, who are those that most commonly pur- 
sue the higher branches of education, can go 
abroad to obtain them; but the poor citizen is 
confined to the spot, and if he finds not the 
means of education there, he finds them not at 
all. 

New York, the leader in the great work of 
internal improvement, has not been more back- 
ward in the cause of general education. She 
appropriated five hundred thousand acres of land 
to the purpose; of which three hundred and 
ninety-six thousand, nine hundred and forty- 
seven had been sold in eighteen hundred and 
sixteen. She has, besides, devoted an an- 
nual income of sixty-four thousand, and fifty^ 
three dollars. In eighteen hundred and twenty 
four, there were seven thousand, six hundred 
and forty-two school districts in the statej three 
hundred and eleven of which were established 
during that year: and the number of children 
taught, for the average of nine months, was 
four hundred and two thousand, nine hundred 
and forty. The general school-fund amounts 
to one million, seven hundred and thirty thou- 
sand dollars, and the local school fund to thirty- 
seven thousand. The sum paid to teachers, 
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out of the public funds, was one hundred 
and eighty-two thousand, seyen hundred and 
forty-one doUarsi. 

Besides these schools provided at the public ex- 
pense, there are many others maintained by 
charitable individuals. Such, for instance, are 
the schools of the Free-school society, in^the 
city of New Yoric, at whkfa thirty thousand 
white, and one Uxousand seven hundred coloured 
children are taught. And in addition to the 
funds applicable to the common schools, the 
sums of money and other appropriations given, 
by the state, to the several academies and colle- 
ges, are immense. 
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NOTE 17. PAGE 119. 



TahU ft/ the White PapxtlaHon Itt 1810 and in 1330 mih the. incraaet and the Caf- j 
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NOTE 18. PAGE 120. 

If fie differences, which tip otilel|f ant authbr 
©otices, really exist, they are in a rapid .|^r|Mcress 
"^of obliteration. In ou^jparlier days, wheinlrg^ 
fortunes were confined principally, to the south- 
em states, and wealtii produced among the {Ant- 
ere that hospitality and ele^ce %r which they 
are stiHl remarkable, the people of the north 
wes^ simple and industrious farmers or mer- 
chants. But successful commerce has made 
the latter rich, and given them a taste for the 
pleasures of refined society; and while thty equal 
their fellow citizen of the south in hospitality 
and elegaace, they surpass them in ^lendour 
and nunificence. 

The cultivation of the arts and sdsiences has 
alio been carried further in the north than in 
the south. In a literary point of view, there is 
no comparison. 

Whatever may be the moral effect of slavery, 
it is most conspicuous, not upon the upper class- 
es, but upon the lower; giving them feelings of 
pride and habits of indolence, that destroy thdff 
respectability and usefulness. That valual^ 
order of society called the yeomanry, cannot ex- 
ist by the side of slavery. Between that bane- 
ful institution and the wealthy and proud pro- 
prietor, there lies a desart. If such a state of 
things is favourable to republican virtue and 
happiness; then are the unwholesome swamps 
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^d dismal ipine barrens of Georgia, more beaur 
itful aad pleasant ths^ the green hills and Tal- 
lies of Penni^ltltnik.. ' * 

NOTE 19. PAtE 2L 

In- turning dver our author's |^ges, we find 
thi^ he says in page 31, that none of our mouif- 
tains exceed twelve hundred feet in height, ^liey 
certvnly bear no propoirtion to our mighty riiserd 
anift lakes, and the vast extent of our territory; 
but they are pevertheless considerably higher 
than tie ieems to faavti'^been aware of. Mount 
Washington, the loftie* oMhe White Mountdini, 
. in New-Htmpshire,'* y six thoi&aiicLiax hundred 
and thirty-four feet abcAre the level of the sea. 
Thehighestbf the Green Mountains, in Vermont^ 
is four thousand two hundred and seventy-nine. 
The Table Mountain, in South Carolina, four 
thousand. The Peakes of Otter, on the Blue 
Ridge in Virginia, three thousand nine hundred 
and fifty-five. The top of the Catskills, in New 
York, three thousand eight hundred and four. 
The highest peake of the Rocky Mountains, in 
Missouri, supposed to be a spur or continuation 
of the Andes, is twelve thousand five hundred 
feet above the surface of the sea; and James' 
Peake, on the same range, twelve thousand. 
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NOTE 20. PAGE \%% 

*Il seems to us, that the author has here mista-' 
ken the effect for the cause. The absence of 
^^men of leisure" is occasioned, we think, by 
the want of hereditary fortunesf ?ipd not tl^ re-* 
Vftrse. Persoiliare said to Ije men of leisure, in 
proportion as tiiey have enough tcr support them- 
selyes without exertion. / 

NOTE 21. PAGE 126. 

To these ezceptifiis, .(of the bank of Tennsyl- 
.vania and. the cajitol of Ricjimond,) we would 
add^ some tthei^y which we think equally enti- 
tled to it. ^ 

The exchange of Baltimore, and the Catho- 
lic cathedral m tl^ same city, as far as it is fin- 
ished, both designed by the architect of the 
bank of Pennsylvania, (B, H. Latrobe^ Esq.) 
tlie bank of the United States, in Philadelphia, 
designed by one of his pupils, (Mr. Strickland) 
who does so much credit to his profession, and 
has in the building in question, furnished so pure 
a Qiodel of Grecian Ibeauty; the battle-monu- 
ment at Baltimore, designed by Maximilian 
Godefroy, Esq. occur to us at the moment, as 
equally deservingof admiration. 

Had the capitol of Washington been finished 
in accordance with the origii^l plan of Mr. La- 
trobe, which we have seen engraved, (by 
Sutherland) it would claim exemption likewise: 
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l>ut it has beetf uHerhr disfigiuMd by the immei^e . ^ 
dome which overshaolows it, destroying its syni- , \ 4 
metrj^ and yj^latiha^l propriety. Not its hall i^ 
. of representatives, nor senate '^mbief, not 
' eastern pOTtico, can rescue it from the ceiisuQ^/iit^ W ill 
aldesenres# ''" 
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I*age 11, ]it>e 27, for sparenoi read ipanetie»s» 
Pafe 16, 1st line, of note fbr Frodttet* rakl J2»«nfie. 
Pane 52, insert '^CAq/ft. r.*'in the space oter 'The ArmyT 
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